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1  INTRODUCTION 
1.1  Executive Summary 
 
Located between Hazleton and Wilkes-Barre, Rice Township is a rural, 
residential community in the heart of Luzerne County Pennsylvania.  The 
wooded mountainside, open lakes, and undulating wetland meadows 
support a diversity of plant and animal habitats, significant to the region 
and state.  Initially settled by summer vacationers looking for refuge from 
nearby bustling cities, development has been isolated to alongside major 
roads or in small clusters.  Rice Township residents enjoy this natural 
setting and desire to maintain the very landscape which drew them and 
their predecessors to this area. 
 
The improvement of infrastructure - roads, public sanitation, and ample 
water supplies – fosters more intensive use of the land.  As people move 
into the ‘suburbs’ , the rural landscape changes to support the population 
growth.  In order to understand these changes, Rice Township officials 
initiated this study of open space and recreation needs of residents.  The 
study was funded by a Community Development Grant. 
 
The following study inventories the Township’s landscape today, 
providing a snapshot in 2004.  A population forecast provides a direction 
toward understanding anticipated resident needs.  Finally, 
recommendations provide a framework for residents, Township staff, and 
supervisors to make educated decisions which ultimately impact the future 
growth and stability of Rice Township.      
 
Rice Township, located within the headwaters of the Little Wapwallopen 
Creek, supports a wealth of natural areas requiring special planning 
considerations.  A series of maps outline primary and secondary 
conservation areas which should be considered when reviewing future 
land development applications.  A water resource protection map 
identifies areas critical to protecting ground water recharge and healthy 
cold water streams.  
 
As expressed in a 2003 Township-wide survey, recreation opportunities, 
both active and passive, need to be expanded to offer Township residents 
greater diversity of activities.  The former electric rail line, the Ice Lakes, 
and other historic sites tell an important story about the Township.  An 
expanded park system for the community will accommodate needed 
recreational facilities within walking distance to most residents. 
Supporting a Mountaintop region indoor recreation center will address 
resident desire for year-round opportunities to swim, workout, jog, attend 
classes, etc.  Most importantly, establishing a Township-wide trail 
network will foster community appreciation for the Township’s rich 
cultural and natural heritage.   
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1.2  Summary Recommendations 
 

·  Renovate/repair and expand Rice Township Park by: 
�  Grade ball field 
�  Construct walking path 
�  Renovate picnic area 
�  Construct a soccer field 
�  Widen trail to Wapwallopen Creek  
�  Build new playground 
�  Replace signs 
�  Improve access 
�  Install screen plantings 

·  Seek, acquire, and develop neighborhood parks throughout the 
Township to: 

o Provide recreational opportunities within a reasonable distance 
from densely populated areas 

o Offer a diversity of recreation options throughout the Township 
and meet minimal recreation needs by creating a Township-wide 
network of recreation facilities 

o Create a network of parks, both active and passive, to protect and 
enhance the quality of life for residents 

·  Plan, develop, and construct a series of trails to: 
o Link neighborhoods, parks, and natural areas within the 

Township 
o Connect the Wapwallopen Creek Greenway through Rice 

Township and beyond 
o Encourage residents to walk safely and enjoy their surroundings, 

its heritage, and natural habitats 
·  Foster development of an indoor recreation center facility to expand 

year-round recreation opportunities for residents 
o Indoor swimming 
o Weightlifting/exercise 
o Indoor track 
o Indoor tennis/racquetball 
o Community/meeting room space 

·  Collaborate with adjacent municipalities to provide multi-municipal 
recreation opportunities for Mountaintop Area residents and prevent 
duplication of similar services. 

·  Seek preservation of sensitive natural areas by: 
o Limiting development on:  

�  Steep slopes (15% or greater) 
�  Flood plains 
�  Hydric soils 
�  Riparian buffers (50’  to 100’  setback from outer bank) 
�  Wetlands 
�  Scenic corridors 
�  Significant woodlands 
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o Encourage land owners to protect and manage ecologically 
sensitive areas through:  

�  Educating landowners about their lands’  ecological 
importance to the community  

�  Inform residents and developers on Best 
Management Practices to minimize impacts of 
poorly planned and built sites 

o Critically review land development and subdivision for 
preservation of sensitive habitats 

o Encourage conservation-minded development to protect 
large natural areas  

o Strive to protect a continuous network of natural areas and 
corridors linking beyond land owner parcels and Township 
lines to: 

�  Foster the habitat and migration of flora and fauna 
�  Create continuous corridors beyond the individual 

land owner boundaries throughout the Township 
�  Develop a network of greenways along stream 

corridors by preserving and restoring healthy 
riparian buffers 

o Preserve County recognized and delineated natural areas by: 
�  Coordinating with landowners on options to 

preserve and protect these resources without de-
valuing the land 

�  Recognizing and educating landowners with lands in 
upstream watersheds to these sensitive areas 

·  Develop planning policies to protect and implement: 
o Adopt an open space ordinance requiring recreation fees 

for developers to either: 
�  donate land, and/or; 
�  pay a reasonable fee to supplement 

implementation of the plan offsetting the increase 
population for future generations 

o Amend ordinances to protect these areas 
o Seek and apply for grants to defray costs associated with 

land acquisition, park and trail development, restoration of 
natural areas and systems, purchase equipment, and provide 
education and awareness 

·  Support a maintenance program to properly maintain Township 
facilities and trails to offer residents quality recreation 
opportunities. 

·  Educate Township landowners on preservation and conservation of 
significant natural areas. 

 
Detailed information on recommendations is provided at the end of this report. 
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1.3  Project Methodology 
 
Project Timeline 
In the spring of 2003, Rice Township solicited proposals to prepare a Park, 
Recreation, and Open Space Plan.  Barry Isett & Associates, Inc. was 
selected to prepare the plan.  The project was initiated in the fall of 2003 
and is to be adopted in 2004.   

 
Site Reconnaissance  
Throughout the planning process, the consultant conducted a number of 
field visits.  A vehicle survey was completed to identify view sheds, non 
Township-owned recreational facilities, and general understanding of the 
Township landscape.  
 
Public Comment  

 
A.  Committee/Public Meetings (four meetings) 
 Meetings were held at the Township building.  Township residents 

were encouraged to attend the meetings to receive information and 
provide input on desired recreation improvements.   

 
 B.  Recreation Needs Survey 

The consultant prepared a written survey to solicit resident responses 
to current recreation issues.  In November 2003, 1,100 surveys were 
mailed to Rice Township households.  Over a two-week period, 263 
surveys (23%) were completed and returned to the Township.  A 
tally of survey responses is included in the appendix of this report.   

  
Geographical Information System 

Geographic information systems, coined GIS, links written data or 
facts with geography by allocating specific data to locations on a 
map.  Vast amounts of data become accessible for analysis and study 
quickly, compared to previous mapping overlay techniques.  
Information is organized in layers which can be turned on and off, 
depending on the particular study.  Roads, streams, topography, 
soils, zoning, tax parcels, utilities, political boundaries, and other 
information can be reviewed individually or together.  Updates and 
new releases of raw data are easily added.  GIS provides the 
Township with expandable management tools for its parks and open 
space.  This study transitions recreation and open space data to this 
management resource for the Township.   
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1.4  Community Development Objectives 
 
The Township ordinance currently provides the following relevant text pertaining 
to community development: 
 

1. Basic Goal 
The basic goal for planning in Rice Township is to make the 
community a better place in which to live, work, and enjoy one’s 
leisure time. 

 
2.  Economic Objectives 

As an important part of the economy of the Wilkes-Barre 
Metropolitan Area, Rice Township seeks to maintain and strengthen 
the position of the Mountaintop Area as a base of industry. 

 
3.  Social Objectives 

·  Rice Township seeks to provide a variety of housing types of 
good quality in pleasant neighborhoods for all ages, races, and 
income groups. 

·  Rice Township seeks to encourage a slower rate of growth (not 
to exceed 10% a year) in an orderly manner. 

·  Rice Township seeks to provide for the cultural, educational, and 
vocational training opportunities for all its residents, both young 
and old. 

·  Rice Township seeks to provide for all year-round indoor and 
outdoor recreational needs of its residents of all ages. 

 
4. Physical and Environmental Objectives 

·  Rice Township seeks to plan with respect for the environment 
and ecology, flood plains, wetlands, soil types, slopes, wooded 
areas and open space, wildlife, and clean air and water.  

·  In order to prevent unwise and careless use of the land and to 
prevent unsightly urban sprawl, Rice Township seeks to control 
the use of the land for residential, commercial, industrial, and 
public and semi-public purposes.  

·  Rice Township seeks to provide, either alone or in conjunction 
with other communities in the Greater Mountaintop Community 
Area, an array of community facilities such as schools and 
libraries, municipal buildings, fire stations, recreation facilities, 
and health clinics.  

·  Rice Township seeks to provide not only for a well-functioning 
community but also for an attractive one in terms of design, 
maintenance, and natural amenities. 
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 5.  Governmental Objectives 
·  As part of the Greater Mountaintop Community Area, Rice 

Township seeks to cooperate with other municipalities in the 
area to carry out programs and services of mutual benefit which 
can be provided more efficiently and economically on a regional 
basis.  

·  Rice Township seeks to carry out programs and services which 
can be provided more efficiently and economically in that 
means.  

·  Rice Township seeks to have its citizens participate in planning 
for the future of the community and in helping to carry out those 
plans.  

·  Rice Township seeks to improve the quality and efficiency of the 
delivery of public services in keeping with good administrative 
management and fiscal responsibility.  
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1.5  Goals and Objectives 
 
The following goals are established to direct the development of park, 
recreation, and open space in Rice Township. 

 
Those goals are: 

 
1. Seek to preserve and protect natural and environmentally sensitive 

areas, such as wetlands, stream corridors, steep slopes, and endangered 
species habitat; 

 
2. develop initiatives to preserve and interpret the cultural heritage of the 

Township; 
 
3. educate residents, developers, and visitors about Rice Township’s 

natural and cultural resources in an effort to protect through awareness 
and appreciation; 

 
4. plan and promote the Wapwallopen Creek Greenway to protect this 

natural resource and provide trail linkages within the community; 
 
5. encourage conservation minded subdivision as a means to 

accommodate development and protect the wooded, rural landscape 
character; 

 
6. amend Zoning and Subdivision & Land Development Ordinances to 

require future land development contribution to preserve cultural and 
natural resources, and/or development of recreation opportunities; 

 
7. update Rice Township Park to meet ADA accessibility and to provide 

resident recreation needs; 
 
8. encourage volunteer efforts to expand recreation programming for 

Township residents; 
 
9. acquire lands for future park opportunities to develop active and 

passive recreation facilities; 
 
10. plan and promote the creation of a Township-wide trail system to 

safely link natural and cultural resources to residential communities; 
and, 

 
11. continue to seek county, state, and federal funding sources to 

supplement acquisition, development, and maintenance of Township 
open space and recreation initiatives. 
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2.  COMMUNITY 
2.1  Overview 

 
Rice Township 

Chartered in 1928, Rice Township is a Second Class Township governed 
by an elected Board of Supervisors.  Rice was formerly part of Wright 
Township.   
 
The Township is bordered by Hanover Township to the north; Fairview 
Township to the east; Wright Township to the south and southeast; 
Dorrance Township to the west; and Slocum Township and Nuangola 
Borough to the northwest.  The Wapwallopen Creek forms the south-
eastern Township border. 
 
Rice Township covers approximately 10 square miles.  The Township 
owns and maintains 16.11 miles of road.  Interstate Highway 81 bisects the 
Township on its western side.   

 
Haystack and Penobscot Mountain ridges are dominate natural features in 
the landscape.  A large number of streams and bodies of water throughout 
the southern portion of the Township result from water flowing off the 
Penobscot Mountain.       

 

Luzerne Co.  

Pennsylvania Counties 
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Landscape &  Watersheds 

Primarily a single-family, residential community, the Township contains 
many natural resources including approximately 300 acres of waterways. 
Some of these features are on private grounds, such as Patty Boyles Pond 
and Lake Blytheburn; however, Rice Township also encompasses many 
public facilities such as Beaver Pond and 700 acres owned and managed by 
Pennsylvania’s Game Commission.  The State Game Lands also have 
rugged fire roads used largely by mountain bikers and sportsmen.  Many of 
the trails are looped and provide scenic views up and down the valley.  In 
the south, the Big Wapwallopen Creek is a scenic water course.  (from    
Rt. 309 to SR3013) 

The Rice Township landscape is a combination of steep hillsides and 
gently rolling terrain.  Dispersed throughout the Township are cold water 
streams that feed into the Little Wapwallopen Creek.  The combination of 
water boundaries and steep slopes limit available land to for development.  

However, many of these open areas are located near glacier depressions 
that can be found throughout Luzerne County.  In Rice Township, these 
ephemeral pools can be easily overlooked due to their fluxuating water 
levels during the year.  These swamp areas are essential to many of the 
state’s amphibian species and should be identified and protected from 
development. 

Rice Township is part of the Toby-Wapwallopen Creek, Watershed B 
which feeds water from the Penobscot Mountains down through 
Hollenback Township, ultimately emptying into the Susquehanna River. 
The Big Wapwallopen Creek, a protected Trout Stream, forms Rice 
Township©s southeastern border with Wright Township.  The Wapwallopen 
Watershed is a special interest area for protection and was awarded a land 
trust grant to Wildlands Conservancy acquiring 600 acres of natural 
planting area along the Penobscot Mountain Ridge adjacent to Interstate 81 
by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources in March 1997. 
Further efforts to identify lands around sensitive watershed areas should be 
pursued by the Township.  

Rice Township Park  
 

Rice Township currently maintains one active recreation park totaling 
21.12 acres.  Rice Township’s Public Works Staff manages and maintains 
Township roads and park grounds.  
 



12   Park, Recreation, and Open Space Plan 
Rice Township, Luzerne County, PA 

2.2  Demographics 
 
Demographic Analysis 
 

Rice Township has experienced steady growth since the 1990s.  In 1990, 
the U.S. Census tabulated 1,907 residents.  Ten years later, the Township’s 
population increased by 29% or 553 residents to 2,460 in 2000.  The male 
to female ratio has remained almost split, 50/50.  In 2000, 907 households 
were counted with 94.7% being owner-occupied.  The average household 
size is 2.7 persons.  The Township continues to maintain a working age 
population with only 10% being 65 or older.  Children and teens make up 
29.5% (371) of Township residents, an 11.4% increase in the overall 
number of children in the Township since 1990, indicating new residents 
are younger families.   
 
POPULATION GROWTH 1980-2000, RICE TOWNSHIP 

 
Subject 1990 2000 1990-2000 % Change 

Total Population 1,907 2,460 553 29.00 

Age under 19 651 725 74 11.37 
Age 20-64 1079 1659 580 53.75 

Age 65+ 177 250 73 41.24 

Median Age - 37.8  -  - 
Total Households 638 907 269 42.16 

Average Household 
Size 

2.99 2.71 -0.28 -9.36 

Total Housing Units 686 950 264 38.48 

*   U.S. Census Bureau 
 

It is anticipated, the Township will continue to experience a similar 29% 
population growth rate into 2010-2015.  A projected population of 3,170 
residents by 2015 is not unreasonable for a predominately residential 
community. 

 
2.3  Transpor tation 
 

Continued growth in Rice Township impacts existing road networks.  The 
2000 U.S. Census found most residents (96.6%) drive to work, of which 
86% drive alone.  Only 31 residents (1.3%) work at home.   Of the 
Township residents who do not work at home, 95% travel more than  
10 minutes to work.  In summary, most Township residents commute 
outside the Township for employment and rely on local and state roads to 
support their trips to and from home to work. As a result, with 1,107 
residents driving alone, a minimum 2,214 car trips are encountered daily 
on local roads.  This does not account for the remaining 818 Township 
residents (1,925 aged over 16) who also drive and the many non-Township 
residents who travel from the Route 81 interchange through Rice 
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Township, to neighboring communities.  Vehicular traffic will continue to 
increase over the next decade.  Interstate Highway 81 provides a regional 
linkage to major employment centers north and south of the Township to 
Hazelton, Harrisburg, Wilkes-Barre, and Scranton.  In addition, a close 
connection to east-west Interstate 80 provides easy access to Stroudsburg, 
the PA Turnpike, and New Jersey. 
 
State roads Nuangola (SR2042) and Church (SR2047) provide east-west 
connections from most populated areas of the Township to limited access 
Interstate 81 as well as connect to Route 309, located just east of the 
Township.  Route 309 is a two- to four-lane highway connecting Hazleton 
to Wilkes-Barre.   
 
For pedestrians and wildlife, increased traffic creates a crossing barrier.  
Other roads directly connected to these routes will also be impacted as 
people search for the “quickest”  route.  The increased automotive use of 
Township roads directly impacts the safety of residents and alters adjacent 
habitats.  Most resident workers travel beyond the Township for 
employment.  The Township should continue to work with the 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) to review road 
conditions, congestion, and safety concerns along these state maintained 
routes. 
 

2.4  Development 
 

Land owners continue to submit land development applications for future 
housing developments.  The Mountaintop Sewer Authority does have 
enough capacity to service most of the Township.  These two factors 
significantly impact growth.   
 
Blocks of development have consistently occurred over the past few 
decades with a recent surge in two large land development approvals.  
Early development of the Township occurred as second homes for wealthy 
industrialists were built.  Later, ‘self contained’  communities such as 
Laurel Lake developed, providing private community water and sewer 
systems.  In addition to these planned developments, single parcel land 
development has also occurred along existing roads. 
 
However, this slow but steady pace will rapidly increase as public 
sewerage becomes available to greater portions of the Township.  Recent 
application for the Ice Lakes area converts several large tracts into a       
120-home subdivision.  Current Township zoning, requiring a larger lot 
size, limits the number of homes.  For previously undesirable sites, the 
limitations of on-site sewer become less critical when public utilities are 
available.  
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2.5  Zoning 
 
The Rice Township Zoning Ordinances (ZO) and Subdivision & Land 
Development Ordinances (SALDO) were written in January 1992.  The 
Township updates these ordinances as the growing needs and demands of 
the Township require with the last revision in 2003.   
 
The Township is currently divided into eight zoning districts: 
 

A-1 Agr iculture Distr ict 
Purpose:  Preserve and protect land well-suited to cultivation or 
agriculture.   
 
Permitted Uses:  Agriculture, single-family residential, forestry 
and conservation, and nurseries and greenhouses.  
 
C-1  Conservation Distr ict 
Purpose:  Protect mountainous areas and watersheds, areas of 
rugged terrain, and areas not needed for more intensive 
development for the foreseeable future from inappropriate or 
untimely development. 
 
Permitted Uses:  Agriculture, forestry, nurseries and 
greenhouses, single-family dwellings, and State Game Lands. 
 
R-1  Single Family Resident Distr ict 
Purpose:  Protect exiting and future single-family residential 
areas and to provide for new single-family residences. 
 
Permitted Uses:  Single-family dwellings. 
 
R-2  Single Family, Two-Family, Multi-Family 
Purpose:  Provide a greater variety of housing at higher density. 
 
Permitted Uses:  Single-family and two-family dwellings. 
 
R-3  Mobile Home Park 
Purpose:  Provide for mobile home parks as well as single- and 
two-family dwellings in order to increase the variety of housing 
types at lower cost.  It is also the intention to provide for mobile 
home parks in such a way that their development is safe and 
sanitary and fit for human habitation and that their development 
is acceptable and compatible with other development in the 
district. 
 
Permitted Uses:  Mobile home parks, single- and two-family 
dwellings. 
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B-1  Neighborhood Business Distr ict 
Purpose:  Provide the type of commercial facilities which supply 
convenience foods and services to residential neighborhoods. 
 
Permitted Uses:  Clubs and lodges, professional offices, retail 
stores, and services are permitted. 
 
B-2  General Business Distr ict 
Purpose:  Provide the type of commercial facilities which serve 
both highway users as well as residents of adjoining residential 
neighborhoods. 
 
Permitted Uses:  Animal hospitals and pet shops, business 
offices, commercial recreation facilities, heath care clinics, 
mortuaries and crematories, professional offices, retail stores, 
services, and taverns and restaurants. 
 
I -1  Industr ial Distr ict 
Purpose:  Provide sufficient industrial base for Rice Township 
and adjoining areas now and in the foreseeable future for 
municipal tax revenues and employment.  Further, it is intended 
that all new industrial activities be compatible with those already 
existing in the Crestwood Industrial Park in adjoining Wright 
Township in order to maintain the attractiveness and high quality 
of industrial activities. 
 
Permitted Uses:  Building, lumber, and plumbing supply; 
contractor facilities; laboratories; laundry plants; manufacturing; 
printing; public utility; trucking; warehouse; and wholesale 
establishments.   
 
Since less than one percent of the Township permits by-right 
commercial or industrial uses, this makes the Township 
primarily residential.  Almost 70% of the Township is covered 
by woodland, steep slopes, and water related habitats, explaining 
the large Conservation District.  Most of the open landscape is 
residential, with only a small fraction of the community 
supporting active agricultural uses.  Large tracts of woodlands 
have been preserved by steep topography and hydric and shallow 
soil types which limit building sites and percolation area. 
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Land Use Zoning  
   

Zoning Class Acres % of Twp 
A-1 1,542.603 21.6% 
C-1 3,761.447 52.7% 
R-1 1,523.657 21.3% 
R-2   212.872 3.0% 
R-3     40.227 0.6% 
B-1    18.347 0.3% 
B-2    11.777 0.2% 
I-1    29.979 0.4% 

Total 
 

  7,140.90   
 
 

Actual Land Use 2003  
   
Type Acres Percent 
Wooded, vacant 2,954.36 49.45% 
Residential   1,411.984 23.63% 
State Game Lands 1,158.781 19.40% 
Water bodies 163.533 2.74% 
Farm 159.38 2.67% 
American Legion 141.281 2.36% 
Mobile Home Park 33.223 0.56% 
School 29.38 0.49% 
Municipal 28.14 0.47% 
Commercial 26.715 0.45% 
Church 17.975 0.30% 
Roadway 14.442 0.24% 
Residential Business 5.888 0.10% 
Cleared, vacant 5.393 0.09% 
Warehouse 2.025 0.03% 

 
Even though the Township seeks to “ respect environmental”  site conditions, the 
ordinances provide only some limited protection of environmental issues.  
 

Environmental Conditions 
1. Zoning Sec.803.11 - Wetlands  

Structures are to be 35+ feet from wetlands defined by the 
Department of Environmental Protection/Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources and Army Corps of Engineers. 

 
2.  Conservation District 

No development on steep slopes. 
 

 3.  SALDO 609 – Flood Plain Ordinance 
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2.6  Cultural/Histor ic Sites 
 

Rice Township was incorporated in 1928 and separated from Wright 
Township.   
 
Rice Township has traditionally been a rural community protected from 
development by its surrounding hillsides and valleys.  This pristine terrain 
became home to many settlers looking to escape the industrial, over 
crowded, polluted ‘company towns’  that developed during the early  
booming coal industry in the region.  Through its years of development, 
Rice Township has continued to attract residents looking for a rural 
landscape. 
 
Electr ic Rail 
The Wilkes-Barre & Hazleton Electric Railway traveled through the 
Mountain Top region from 1902 – 1933.  A 30-mile trip from Hazleton 
Park to the third floor of the terminal building in Wilkes-Barre, it made 
stops in Nuangola Station, Blytheburn, and Pine View.  The electric cars 
would travel over three mountain areas and into a 1½ -mile tunnel at 
Penobscot Mountain.  Aided by a protected electrical line, the rail was also 
fully operational during the winter months.  The need for the rail system 
declined after the construction of Route 309. 

 
Ice Lakes 
In the late 1800s, fresh water springs in Rice Township were dammed into 
a series of terraced lakes for an ice harvesting venture.  Blocks of ice were 
chiseled out during the winter months and then sold to surrounding 
communities for household ice boxes.  The electric rail fostered the 
transport of ice to Hazleton and Wilkes-Barre.  The advent of refrigeration 
and distribution of electricity eliminated the need for ice blocks.  The ice 
lakes remain a dominate feature in the landscape.  For years, residents have 
enjoyed the ice lakes all year round for outdoor recreation (fishing, 
boating, hiking, bird watching).  Today, the George Fenner Ice House, a 
small stone building, is the last remaining structure from this once principle 
industry. 
 
Recent Land Development Plans have been submitted to the Township for 
a residential subdivision of the land surrounding the lakes.  Large lots will 
occupy acres of fields and woods surrounding the lakes. 
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Other  Sites 
Rice Township area has many cultural and natural resources, of which the 
following have been identified: 

 Abandoned Railroad Tunnel 
 Beaver Dam Ice Skating Pond 
 Blytheburn Dam 
 Blytheburn Station Turn-around – round stone wall 
 Boyle’s Pond 
 Cornerstone Church 
 Foley Homestead/Pants Factory 
 Former Railroad Bridge Abutments 
 Former Power Plant 
 Frankinfield Mercantile 
 George Fenner Ice House at Ice Lakes 
 Grease Hole – swimming hole 
 Ice Ponds 
 Lake Blytheburn 
 Laurel Lakes Wilbar Water Reservoir 
 Laurel Lakes Wilbar Sewage Treatment Facility 
 Old Nuangola Station Railroad Platform 
 Old Well 
 PA State Game Lands #207 
 Patrick’s Store  
 The Pavilion 
 PennDOT Salt Shed 
 The Pines 
 Pine View Estates old Railroad Station Platform 
 Playland Park 
 Rice Township Fire Hall 
 Rice Township School 

  The Root Cellar  
  Schitzingen Park 
  Schwingen Park  
  Seventh Day Adventist Church 
  St. Martin’s Church 

 St. Matthew’s Park 
  Sunny J Farm (miniature horse farm)  

 Urbanski Maple Sugar Farm 
 Wilkes-Barre – Hazelton Railroad Trestle 
 1902-1933 Wilkes-Barre & Hazelton Electric Railway 
 1932 L.R. 40112 Bridge 
 

It is strongly recommended the Township complete a Natural and Cultural 
Resource Survey to inventory, document, and photograph these resources.  
A written narrative on each site can be completed by a consultant or guided 
volunteer efforts.  The surveys can be typed into a GIS database to make 
the information accessible.  A resource survey is the initial step in 
recognizing those features of interest and importance to the community. 
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3.  RECREATION 

3.1  Study Cr iter ia 
 
The initial step in analyzing Township Parks and Open Space is to classify 
existing facilities.  Park classification generally determines park facility 
resources, level of maintenance requirements, and resident service area.  These 
park types are then analyzed to determine if they meet existing and projected 
needs.   
 
1.  Park Descr iptions 
a.  Neighborhood Park  
A neighborhood park provides basic recreation options for a limited, localized 
service area.  The park can range in size from approximately 5 to 10 acres.  The 
park generally will serve residents within a ¼- to ½-mile radius.  Most park users 
walk or bike between home and the park, requiring minimal parking and support 
facilities.  The park may include some playground equipment, a ball 
field/multipurpose field, a picnic table/small covered pavilion, and loop walking 
trail.  Facilities often match those of interest or need of the immediately 
surrounding community.   
 
b. Community Park  
A community park provides recreational options for a broader audience.  The 
park can range in size from 20 or more acres.  Typically, this park serves 
residents living a ½-mile to 3 miles away.  Since most park users drive or bike to 
this facility, parking and support facilities are required.  A community park 
usually includes playground equipment, baseball/softball fields, multipurpose 
fields, paved tennis and/or basketball courts, picnic tables and pavilion(s), and 
specialized recreation options.  Support facilities include restrooms, potable 
water, and parking, at a minimum and concessions, equipment rentals, and paid 
staff for a full service park.  
 
c. Linear Parks/Trails  
A linear park often encompasses a trail system established as a thread linking 
several sites, neighborhoods, or features together.  The system can be just a 
couple hundred feet to miles long.  A system often includes trailheads or points 
of access.  A trailhead typically includes parking, information in the form of 
signage or kiosk, restrooms, and potable water.   
 
d.  Specialized Facility  
A recreation facility provides a specific recreation activity.  The facility often 
draws users beyond the local community and typically beyond the Township.  
The facility requires parking, restrooms, and potable water since most users are 
not within local walking distance. 
 
e.  Greenways  
Often the terms “greenways”  and “ linear parks”  are used interchangeably.  A 
very critical difference should be understood when defining recreation areas and 
open space in Rice Township.  Unlike a linear park, a greenway may not provide 
linear access or trails nor is it bound or defined by property boundaries.  A  
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greenway may simply be preserved open space, providing a conduit for natural 
systems.  A typical greenway may include the riparian buffer of a stream.  A 
greenway, unlike a linear park, may not necessarily be publicly owned.  As a 
result, public and private partnerships develop to provide a cohesive linear green 
network through the community.  
  
f. Open Space 
Open space is Township owned land which does not provide any active 
recreational facility.  These parks preserve the community’s landscape character 
and protect valuable natural or cultural resources.  Township ownership secures 
the property from being developed and provides total control over management.  
Service roads and trails are developed to aid in access, maintenance, and security 
of the site.   
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Parks, Open Space, and Pathways Classifications Table 
Parks and Open Space Classifications 
 
Classification 
 

 
General Descr iption 

 
Location Cr iter ia 

 
Size Cr iter ia 

Mini-Park 

 
Used to address limited, isolated, or 
unique recreational needs. 
 

Less than a ¼ mile distance 
in residential setting. 

Between 2,500 sq. ft. and 1 acre 
in size. 

Neighborhood 
Park 

 
Neighborhood park remains the basic 
unit of the park system and serves as 
the recreational and social focus of 
the neighborhood.  Focus is on 
informal active and passive 
recreation. 
 

¼ to ½ mile distance and 
uninterrupted by non-
residential roads and other 
physical barriers. 

5 acres is considered minimum 
size; 5 to 10 acres is optimal. 

School Park 

 
Depending on circumstances, 
combining parks with school sites can 
fulfill the space requirements for 
other classes of parks, such as 
neighborhood, community, sports 
complex, and special use. 
 

Determined by location of 
school district property. Variable-depends on function. 

Community Park 

 
Serves broader purpose than 
neighborhood park.  Focus is on 
meeting community-based recreation 
needs, as well as preserving unique 
landscapes and open spaces. 
 

Determined by the quality 
and suitability of the site.  
Usually serves two or more 
neighborhoods and ½ to       
3 mile distance. 

As needed to accommodate 
desired uses.  Usually between 30 
and 50 acres. 

Greenways 

 
Lands set aside for preservation of 
significant natural resources, remnant 
landscapes, open space, and visual 
aesthetics/buffering. 
 

Resource availability and 
opportunity. Variable. 

Linear Parks  

 
Effectively tie park system 
components together to form a 
continuous park environment. 
 

Resource availability and 
opportunity. 

Variable. 

Sports Complex 

 
Consolidates heavily programmed 
athletic fields and associated facilities 
to larger and fewer sites strategically 
located throughout the community. 
 

Strategically located 
community-wide facilities. 

Determined by projected demand.  
Usually a minimum of 25 acres, 
with 50 to 80 acres being optimal. 

Special Use 

 
Covers a broad range of parks and 
recreation facilities oriented toward 
single-purpose use. 
 

Variable – dependent on 
specific use. Variable. 

Private 
Park/Recreation 
Facility 

 
Parks and recreation facilities that are 
privately owned yet contribute to the 
public park and recreation system. 
 

Variable – dependent on 
specific use. Variable. 
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Parks, Open Space, and Pathways Classifications Table (cont.) 
Pathway Classifications 
 
Classification 
 

 
General Descr iption 

 
Descr iption of Each Type 

Park Trail 

Multipurpose trails located within 
greenways, parks, and natural 
resource areas.  Focus is on 
recreational value and harmony with 
natural environment. 

 
Type I:  Separate/single-purpose hard-surfaced trails for 
pedestrians or bicyclists/in-line skaters. 
Type II:  Multipurpose hard-surfaced trails for pedestrians, 
bicyclists/in-line skaters. 
Type III:  Nature trails for pedestrians.  May be hard- or soft-
surfaced. 
 

Connector Trails 

 
Multipurpose trails that emphasize 
safe travel for pedestrians to and from 
parks and around the community.  
Focus is as much on transportation as 
it is on recreation. 
 

 
Type I:  Separate/single-purpose hard-surfaced trails for 
pedestrians or bicyclists/in-line skaters located in independent 
r.o.w. (e.g., old railroad r.o.w.). 
Type II:  Separate/single-purpose hard-surfaced trails for 
pedestrians or bicyclists/in-line skaters.  Typically located within 
road r.o.w. 
 

On-Street Bikeways 

 
Paved segments of roadways that 
serve as a means to safely separate 
bicyclists from vehicular traffic. 
 

Bike Route:  Designated portions of the roadway for the 
preferential or exclusive use of bicyclists. 

All-Terrain Bike 
Trail 

Off-road trail for all-terrain 
(mountain) bikes. 

 
Single-purpose loop trails usually located in larger parks and linear 
parks. 
 

Cross-Country Ski 
Trail 

 
Trails developed for traditional and 
skate-style cross-country skiing. 
 

Loop trails usually located in larger parks and linear parks. 
 

Equestrian Trail 
Trails developed for horseback 
riding. 
 

 
Loop trails usually located in larger parks and linear parks.  
Sometimes developed as multi-purpose with hiking and all-terrain 
biking where conflicts can be controlled. 
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2. National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) Review  
In 1983, the National Recreation and Park Association published minimum 
recreation facility standards based on population.  These standards reflect a 
few activities, leaving a majority of park amenities undetermined.  
Subsequently, it was found that these calculations, although creating a 
starting point for discussion, often provided results that did not relate to 
community needs.  As a result, the 1995 NRPA removed population based 
standards and suggested utilizing community input to determine local 
recreation needs. 
 
Recreation trends change over time and population growth most 
significantly impacts recreation needs.  Population growth proportionally 
increases recreation demand in number of users and requested diversity.   
 
The Township currently has approximately 10 acres of active recreation, in 
addition to 435 acres of State Game Land.  Generally, the National 
Recreation and Park Association recommend 6.25 to 10.5 acres of active 
open space per 1,000 residents.  With 2,460 residents in the year 2000, the 
Township should have 15.38 to 25.82 acres.  With the current population 
growth at 29%, the population of Rice Township can expect an increase of 
713 new residents by 2010, resulting in a total population of 3,173 
residents.  This increase will require an additional 4.5 to 7.2 acres of active 
open space by 2010. 
 
Rice Township currently has a deficit of 5.38-15.82 acres short compared 
to National Standards.  Adding in forecasted population growth for 2010, 
the Township requires 9.88 – 23.02 acres in additional active recreation 
park land. 
 
Rice Township is primarily a rural community with clusters of dense 
development.  As a result, using Township population data relative to 
national standards is simply a guide.  The most successful and direct 
method for determining park and recreation needs is to directly assess the 
community.  Recreation Needs Surveys provide answers to past and 
present recreation needs and trends. 
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3.2  Park and Recreation Inventory and Analysis 
 
Parks can generally be classified as either ‘active’  or ‘passive.’   Active recreation 
typically requires two or more participants to complete structured activities such 
as tennis, basketball, baseball, or soccer.  These organized activities require 
specific playing surfaces to safely complete the activity.  In contrast, passive 
recreation activities are often informally completed by individuals.  Hiking, 
fishing, bird watching, and picnicking require an undefined amount of space and 
minimal development 
 
The following information documents present site features and recreational 
activities for Township Parks.   
 
 
Park Overview Char t 
 

  Rice Township Municipal  Park 
location 3000 Church Road, Mountain Top, PA 

   
watershed Toby-Wapwallopen Creek, Watershed B 

   
facility type 

 
 

Developed 
neighborhood/ 
community park 

   
use Active/passive park 

   
size 21.12 acres 

   
level of maintenance medium 

   
facilities   

parking lot 

(1) Rice Township Park parking lot, bituminous surface 
(1) Municipal & Police building parking lot, bituminous surface 
(1) Public Works building parking, bituminous and compacted 
earth surfaces 

soccer fields No 
multipurpose field No 

paved tennis courts No 
paved volleyball courts No 

sand volleyball courts No 
net enclosed batting 

cage No 
baseball fields 

(chainlink 
fencing/bleachers/enclo

sed dugouts) 

(1) Baseball field without fencing 
(1) Chain link backstop 
(2) Aluminum bleachers 
(2) Aluminum team benches, no enclosed dug outs 

single play apparatus 
tot lot No 

paved basketball court (1) Bituminous surface court 
(2) Backstops with chain netting 

restroom facility (1) Cinderblock building 
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(mens/womens) (2) Skylights  
(1) Women’s Facility 
(1) Men’s Facility 

concession building  (1) Painted wooden structure by baseball bleachers 
covered pavilion  (1) 144 sq. ft. metal framed structure with poured concrete base 

picnic tables (6) 6’  x 4.5’  painted wooden picnic tables with metal supports 
(7) 24”  diameter painted wooden trash receptacles with metal 
support 

water fountains No 
elevated grills (5) 20”  x 18”  elevated metal grills 

water spigot/hydrant (2) Water hook ups on north face of restroom building 
payphone No 

sets of horseshoe pits No 
play structure No 

spring rocking animals No 
swings No 

child swings (1) bucket seat swings 
(1) plastic seat & chain sling swings 

benches (concrete ends 
with wooden slats) (3) 2.5’  x 6’  painted wooden benches with metal supports 

flagpole (1) metal pole by municipal building 
kiosk No 

entrance gate No 
fence No 

fitness trail No 
soft trail (1) nature trail, earth and rock surface 

paved trail No 
park sign (1) two post, wooden Rice Township Park sign 

 regulation sign No 
other sign (2) do not park on grass 

(3) no parking 
  

other  features (1) World War II Memorial along parking lot facing Church 
Road 

  (1) 3’  stone wall 
  (1) radio transmission tower 
  (1) above ground pipe 
 (1) Little Wapwallopen Creek stream bank, southern boundary 

other  structures (1) Municipal & Police building on site 
 (1) Ambulance department building on site 
 (1) Public Works & storage building on site 
  

topographical survey None 
  

park master  plan Being Developed - 2004 
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Rice Township Municipal Park  
 
Location:  Mountain Top 
 
Address: 3000 Church Rd., Mountain Top, PA  18107 
 
Description: Highest corner of park near the ambulance facility 

(northwest), the site gradually slopes downward at a 
southeastern angle from Church Road towards the 
picnic area and public works building.  Topography 
continues to slope downward (south) from the 
entrance of the nature trails to the Wapwallopen 
Creek.  A significant topography change along right 
outfield separates field from other park use areas. 

 
Access: Two entry points along Church Road (LR40112) to  
 parking lot 
 
Watershed: Toby-Wapwallopen Creek, Watershed B 
 
Boundaries: North:  Church Road (SR2047) 
 South:  Little Wapwallopen Creek 

East:  Public Works building and access road 
adjoining Clyde D. Jones et al property, and along 
wooded property line of Jack and Sara Sabloff 
West:  Along wooded property line of John Moyer 

 
Landscape Character: Rice Township Park is primarily covered with 

deciduous hard woods (Oak, Hickory, and Ash). 
Wooded areas transition to clearings for the 
playground, ball field, and municipal buildings where 
tree canopies are less dense.  The most open and 
highly visible areas of the park are along Church 
Road.   

 
Lot: Community Park 
 
Size: 21.12 Acres 
 
Level of Maintenance: Medium 
 
Facilities (Existing): (1) baseball field 
  (2) bleachers 
  (2) team benches 
  (1) backstop 
 (1) basketball court 
 (1) playground 
  (2) swings 
  (1) turn-a-round 
  (1) fire truck (2004) 
  (1) modular play system (2004) 
 (1) pavilion 
 (9) trash receptacles 
 (7) picnic tables 
 (5) elevated grills 
 (3) sitting benches 
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 (1) nature trail 
 (1) restroom (M/F) 
 (1) parking lot  
 
Soils: MsB 
 (Majority of park and trails, municipal parking and 

building) 
 Morr is very stony silt loam, 0-8% slopes, dark 

reddish brown nearly level, poorly drained, medium 
runoff, high water table and surface stoniness, 
generally suited for pasture, wildlife areas wooded 
habitats. Depth to bedrock 5+ feet, depth to high 
water table, 1½ feet. 

 
 MoB 
 (east of public works building)  
 Morr is channery silt loam, 0-8% slopes, nearly 

level, depression areas, with moderate hazard for 
erosion.  Seasonal high water table a limitation and 
suited for naturalize, wildlife areas, wooded habitats, 
or shallow rooted crops.  Depth to bedrock 5+ feet, 
depth to high water table 1½ feet. 

 
 Ho 
 (riparian buffer and southeast property of park) 
 Holly silt loam, 0-3% slopes, deep, poorly drained, 

nearly level soils in flood plains with slight hazard 
for erosion.  Depth to bedrock 6+ feet, depth to high 
water table 0 – ½ foot, suitable for areas containing 
woodlands and wetland shrubs. 

 
 WIB 
 (ambulance building, parking lot, and baseball 

outfield-left) 
 Wellsboro channery silt loam, 3-8% slopes, mottled 

reddish brown loam, deep and moderately drained 
with moderate hazard for erosion.  Seasonal high 
water table and coarse fragments a limitation for 
development.  Depth to bedrock 6+ feet, depth to 
high water table 1½ - 3 feet suitable for pasture and 
idle areas of brush and trees.  

 
 WIC 
 (northwest area of wooded trails and baseball 

outfield-right) 
 Wellsboro channery silt loam, 8-15% slopes, 

mottled reddish brown loam, deep and moderately 
drained with moderate hazard for erosion.  Seasonal 
high water table and coarse fragments and slope a 
limitation for development.  Depth to bedrock 6+ 
feet, depth to high water table 1½ - 3 feet suitable for 
pasture and idle areas of brush and trees.  
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 WID 
 (southeast woods of public works building) 
 Wellsboro channery silt loam, 15-25% slopes, 

mottled reddish brown loam, deep and rapid runoff 
with moderate hazard for erosion.  Seasonal high 
water table and coarse fragments a limitation for 
development.  Depth to bedrock 6+ feet, depth to 
high water table 1½ - 3 feet suitable for pasture and 
idle areas of brush and trees. 
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State Game Lands #207  
 
Location:  Mountain Top, PA 
 
Address: Heslop Road and Brown Street 
 
Description: Conservation Land 
 
Access: Limited pull-off parking areas on Heslop Road, off 

PA Route 309 on the old railroad grade (Brown 
Street). 

 
Watershed: Upper Susquehanna Watershed 
 
Boundaries: North:  Interstate 81 and Sugar Notch 

South:  Boyle Pond, Beaver Dam Swamp, and Pole 
Bridge Swamp areas 

 East:  Haystack Mountain 
 West:  Interstate 81 
 
Landscape Character: Wooded Penobscot Mountain.  Access is limited to 

fire roads, trails, and non-motorized vehicles. 
Wooded ridge top steeply sloping to wetlands and 
ponds created by glaciers.  

 
Size: 2,073.50 Acres Total (1430 Acres in Rice Township) 
 
Level of Maintenance: Low 
 
Facilities (Existing): (1) unimproved road 
 (1) old rail road grade trail  
 (2) designated nature trails 
 (3) water bodies (lakes/ponds) 
 hunting and trapping areas 
 
Soils: (Unimproved Road Access Area, West) 
 ASF - Arnot Rock outcrop complex, steep 25+% 

slopes, very dark brown flaggy silt loam, loose stones 
with boulders covering 3-40% of surface, rock 
outcrops common, has rapid runoff, and natural 
fertility is low.  Depth to bedrock 1 foot, depth to 
high water table >3 feet, suitable for woodland, 
wildlife habitat and esthetic uses due to steep slopes 
restrictions. 

 
 ArD – Arnot Rock outcrop complex, 8-25%, very 

dark brown flaggy silt loam, loose stones with 
boulders covering up to 30% of surface, medium 
runoff, natural fertility is low.  Depth to bedrock    
1½ feet, depth to high water table >3 feet, suitable for 
woodland, wildlife habitat, and esthetic uses due to 
steep slopes restrictions. 
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 (Boyle Pond Area) 
 OXF – Oquaga and Lordstown extremely stony 

silt loams, steep 25+% slopes, dark reddish brown 
channery silt loam with boulders covering 5-30% of 
surface, rock outcrops common, has rapid to very 
rapid runoff, and natural fertility is low.  Depth to 
bedrock 2 feet, depth to high water table >6 feet, 
suitable for woodland, wildlife habitat, and esthetic 
uses due to steep slopes restrictions.  

 
 WmD – Wellsboro very stony silt loam, 3-8% 

slopes, brown gravelly silt loam, loose stones cover 
3-10% of surface, slow runoff rate and a few small 
wet areas, natural fertility is medium.  Depth to 
bedrock >6 feet, depth to high water table 1½ - 3 feet, 
suitable for permanent pasture or wildlife habitat. 

 
 (Helsop Road Area) 
 OpB- Oquaga and Lordstown extremely stony silt 

loams, 3-8% slopes, dark reddish brown channery silt 
loam with boulders covering 15-25% of surface, has 
medium runoff rate, and natural fertility is medium. 
Depth to bedrock 1½ - 3 feet, depth to high water 
table >6 feet, suitable for woodland, wildlife habitat, 
and esthetic uses due to surface stones and depth to 
bedrock. 

 
 OpD - Oquaga and Lordstown extremely stony silt 

loams, 8-25% slopes, dark reddish brown channery 
silt loam with boulders covering 15-25% of surface, 
has medium to rapid runoff rate, and natural fertility 
is medium.  Depth to bedrock 1½ - 3 feet, depth to 
high water table >6 feet, suitable for woodland, 
wildlife habitat, and esthetic uses due to surface 
stones and depth to bedrock. 

 
 OXF - Oquaga and Lordstown extremely stony 

silt loams, steep 25+% slopes, dark reddish brown 
channery silt loam with boulders covering 5-30% of 
surface, rock outcrops common, has rapid to very 
rapid runoff, and natural fertility is low.  Depth to 
bedrock 2 feet, depth to high water table >6 feet, 
suitable for woodland, wildlife habitat, and esthetic 
uses due to steep slopes restrictions. 

 
 ArB - Arnot Rock outcrop complex, 0-8%, very 

dark brown flaggy silt loam, loose stones with 
boulders covering up to 25% of surface, slow runoff 
rate, and natural fertility is low.  Depth to bedrock   
1½ feet, depth to high water table >3 feet, suitable for 
woodland, wildlife habitat, and esthetic uses due to 
surface stones and depth to bedrock. 

 
 ArD - Arnot Rock outcrop complex, 8-25%, very 

dark brown flaggy silt loam, loose stones with 
boulders covering up to 30% of surface, medium 
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runoff, and natural fertility is low.  Depth to bedrock 
1½ feet, depth to high water table >3 feet, suitable for 
woodland, wildlife habitat, and esthetic uses due to 
surface stones and depth to bedrock. 

 
 WmD - Wellsboro very stony silt loam, 3-8% slopes, 

brown gravelly silt loam, loose stones cover 3-10% of 
surface, slow runoff rate and a few small wet areas, 
natural fertility is medium.  Depth to bedrock >6 feet, 
depth to high water table 1½ - 3 feet, suitable for 
permanent pasture or wildlife habitat. 

 
 (Trails from Heslop Road) 
 ArB - Arnot Rock outcrop complex, 0-8%, very 

dark brown flaggy silt loam, loose stones with 
boulders covering up to 25% of surface, slow runoff 
rate, and natural fertility is low.  Depth to bedrock  
1½ feet, depth to high water table >3 feet, suitable for 
woodland, wildlife habitat, and esthetic uses due to 
surface stones and depth to bedrock. 

 
 ArD - Arnot Rock outcrop complex, 8-25%, very 

dark brown flaggy silt loam, loose stones with 
boulders covering up to 30% of surface, medium 
runoff, and natural fertility is low.  Depth to bedrock 
1½ feet, depth to high water table >3 feet, suitable for 
woodland, wildlife habitat, and esthetic uses due to 
surface stones and depth to bedrock. 

 
 ASF - Arnot Rock outcrop complex, steep 25+% 

slopes, very dark brown flaggy silt loam, loose stones 
with boulders covering 3-40% of surface, rock 
outcrops common, has rapid runoff, and natural 
fertility is low.  Depth to bedrock 1 foot, depth to 
high water table >3 feet, suitable for woodland, 
wildlife habitat, and esthetic uses due to steep slopes 
restrictions. 

 
 OpB - Oquaga and Lordstown extremely stony silt 

loams, 3-8% slopes, dark reddish brown channery silt 
loam with boulders covering 15-25% of surface, has 
medium runoff rate, and natural fertility is medium. 
Depth to bedrock 1½ - 3 feet, depth to high water 
table >6 feet, suitable for woodland, wildlife habitat, 
and esthetic uses due to surface stones and depth to 
bedrock. 

 
 OpD - Oquaga and Lordstown extremely stony silt 

loams, 8-25% slopes, dark reddish brown channery 
silt loam with boulders covering 15-25% of surface, 
has medium to rapid runoff rate, and natural fertility 
is medium.  Depth to bedrock 1½ - 3 feet, depth to 
high water table >6 feet, suitable for woodland, 
wildlife habitat, and esthetic uses due to surface 
stones and depth to bedrock. 
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 (Ridgeline, along Rice Township Boundary) 
 ArB - Arnot Rock outcrop complex, 0-8%, very 

dark brown flaggy silt loam, loose stones with 
boulders covering up to 25% of surface, slow runoff 
rate, and natural fertility is low.  Depth to bedrock  
1½ feet, depth to high water table >3 feet, suitable for 
woodland, wildlife habitat, and esthetic uses due to 
surface stones and depth to bedrock. 

 
 ArD - Arnot Rock outcrop complex, 8-25%, very 

dark brown flaggy silt loam, loose stones with 
boulders covering up to 30% of surface, medium 
runoff, and natural fertility is low.  Depth to bedrock 
1½ feet, depth to high water table >3 feet, suitable for 
woodland, wildlife habitat, and esthetic uses due to 
surface stones and depth to bedrock. 

 
 ASF - Arnot Rock outcrop complex, steep 25+% 

slopes, very dark brown flaggy silt loam, loose stones 
with  boulders covering 3-40% of surface, rock 
outcrops common, has rapid runoff, and natural 
fertility is low.  Depth to bedrock 1 foot, depth to 
high water table >3 feet, suitable for woodland, 
wildlife habitat, and esthetic uses due to steep slopes 
restrictions. 

 
 CIA – Chippewa silt loam, 0-3% slopes, very dark 

gray silt loam, ponding common from slow runoff 
rate and receiving adjacent area runoff, natural 
fertility is medium.  Depth to bedrock >5 feet, depth 
to high water table 0-½ foot, most areas left idle and 
revert to woodland due to permeability of soil and 
ponding.  

 
 OpD - Oquaga and Lordstown extremely stony silt 

loams, 8-25% slopes, dark reddish brown channery 
silt loam with boulders covering 15-25% of surface, 
has medium to rapid runoff rate, and natural fertility 
is medium.  Depth to bedrock 1½ - 3 feet, depth to 
high water table >6 feet, suitable for woodland, 
wildlife habitat, and esthetic uses due to surface 
stones and depth to bedrock. 

 
 WmD - Wellsboro very stony silt loam, 3-8% 

slopes, brown gravelly silt loam, loose stones cover 
3-10% of surface, slow runoff rate and a few small 
wet areas, natural fertility is medium.  Depth to 
bedrock >6 feet, depth to high water table 1½ - 3 feet, 
suitable for permanent pasture or wildlife habitat. 
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Adjacent Parks  
Parks outside the Township provide Rice Township residents additional 
recreational opportunities.   
 Blue Ridge Trail Golf Club 
 Council Cup Campground 
 Edgewood in the Pines 
 Hickory Run State Park 
 Nescopeck State Park 

Wright Township Park  
Fairview Township Park 
Dorrance Township Park  
Slocum Township Park     
Nuangola Multiuse Field 
Seven Tubs Nature Area 
Sand Springs 
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The chart below summaries the activities offered at Rice Township Park and compares 
that to neighboring Township Parks. 
 

Facility Compar ison      

Activity 
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Baseball Field X X X X X 

Soccer Field    X  

Basketball Court X X X X X 

Tennis Court  X X X X 

Volleyball Court  X    

Multipurpose Field  X X X X 

Snowsledding Area  X X   

Picnic Pavilion X X X  X 

Picnic Tables X X X  X 

Playground Equipment      

Slides  X X X X 

See-Saw  X X X  

Swings (youth/adult) X X X X X 

Bucket Swings (toddler) X X X X  

Tot-lot Area  X X X  

Jungle Gym Apparatus (wood)   X  X 

Jungle Gym Apparatus (plastic) X X X X X 

Monkey Bars  X X X  

Senior Exercise Trail  X    

Walking/Exercise Path  X   X 

Hiking/Nature Trail X X X   

Sitting Benches X X X X X 

Restrooms X X X   

Concession Building X X X   

Parking Lot X X X X X 
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3.3  Recreation Needs 
  

Community Survey 2002 
In 2002, Rice Township commissioned G & Albert Consultants to prepare a 
community-wide survey soliciting resident opinion on present conditions within 
the Township.  Approximately 38% (411) of the 1,086 surveys mailed were 
completed.  Almost three-quarters of the respondents resided in the Township for 
5 years or more.  Almost three-quarters (73%) commute to work and 23% are 
retired.  Most (89%) commute 5 miles or more to work.  
 
Several questions related to present and future development in the Township.  
Only 7% responded in favor to residential development growth and 53% favored 
only moderate growth.  Respondents opposed new commercial and industrial 
growth.  Respondents noted the most positive aspect to living in Rice Township 
was its rural character (53%), followed by highway access (17%) supported by a 
large commuter populace.  Over 60% feel more land should be preserved for 
open space.  Facilities listed as suggest preserved areas included:  Ice Lakes, 
Boyles Pond, wetlands, woodlands, Wapwallopen Creek, old railroad bed, 
walking/hiking trails, Old Beaver Dam, and land adjacent to park.   
 
A number of questions related to open space and recreation.  Outdoor recreation 
facilities were rated fairly adequate by 49% and only 23% as very adequate. 
Interestingly, indoor recreational facilities were found inadequate by 39% of the 
respondents with 38% having no opinion.  Recreational facilities for children 
were found inadequate by 39%, fairly adequate by 36%, and adequate by 13%. 
Recreation facilities for adults and seniors were also found by 36% and 29% 
respectively, to be inadequate.   
 
In summary, survey respondents supported open space, expanded outdoor 
recreation, and a need for indoor recreation facilities. 
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Recreation Needs Survey – 2003 
 
A recreation survey was prepared and mailed to 1,100 Township residents to poll 
their opinion on current and future recreation needs.  A copy of the survey and 
number responses to each question are included in the appendix of this report.  
The following summarizes resident’s responses: 
 

Rice Township Survey Extrapolated Data 
 
·  23.91% survey response (263 returned out of 1,100 mailed) 
·  58.93% of those surveys returned by people who have lived there over 

10+ years 
·  16.73% of those surveys returned by people who have lived there          

6-10 years 
·  20.91% of those surveys returned by people who have lived there            

1-5 years 
·  2.36% of those surveys returned by people who have lived there less than 

1 year 
·  29.66% (78) residents were somewhat satisfied with Parks & Recreation 

in Rice Twp. 
·  28.90% (76) residents were unfamiliar with Parks & Recreation in Rice 

Twp. 
·  9.13% (24) residents were very dissatisfied with Parks & Recreation in 

Rice Twp. 
·  The majority of residents get their information about recreation programs 

from the newspaper, 39.92% (105). 
·  The most frequently used community facility visited by Rice Twp. 

residents was Wright Twp. Park 44.49% (117). 
·  The second most used community facility visited by Rice Twp. residents 

was Fire Company Events 35.36% (93). 
·  Only 27.76% of Township residents (73) used Rice Township Park in 

2003.  
·  The two strongest influences regarding the use of a Township Park are its 

proximity to a user’s residence (46.77%) and facilities available at the 
park (43.35%). 

·  Rural landscape (40.86%) as most important to residents when 
identifying the most important reason to reside in Rice Twp.  

·  38.02% of residents surveyed are willing to pay more in taxes for 
improved recreational facilities 

·  Of those willing to increase taxes: 
o 45% would pay $21-$50 
o 31% would pay $0 - $50 
o 18% would pay $50 - $100 
o 6% would pay over $100 

·  68.44% of residents surveyed do not belong to any outdoor recreational 
organization 
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·  The top five most important potential or existing features of recreation 
programs and facilities for Adults (ages 18 and over) rated by residents 
were: 

o Undeveloped Open Space 
o Trails – Nature/Hiking 
o Ponds/Streams 
o Trails – Fitness/Jogging/Walking 
o Bicycle Trails - level/paved 

·  The top five most important potential or existing features of recreation 
programs and facilities for Children (ages 12 - 18) rated by residents 
were: 

o Ponds/Streams 
o Bicycle Trails - level/paved 
o Undeveloped Open Space 
o Swimming Pool 
o Trails – Nature/Hiking 

·  The top five most important potential or existing features of recreation 
programs and facilities for Youth (ages 12 and under) rated by residents 
were: 

o Ponds/Streams 
o Swimming Pool 
o Neighborhood Park 
o Undeveloped Open Space 
o Trails – Nature/Hiking 

·  When asked to classify the type of recreation facility closest to their 
home which residents used, 34.60% of residents used public parks.  The 
second most used type was Private - at home equipment (26.62%).  

·  When considering future Township spending on developing recreational 
facilities, residents identified that they would like to see Rice Township 
DOING MORE for the following top five categories: 

o Natural Areas/Trails 
o Protection of Sensitive Areas 
o Open Space Protection 
o Bicycle Trails 
o Swimming Pools  

·  When considering future Township spending on developing recreational 
facilities, residents identified that they would like to see Rice Township 
DOING LESS for the following top five categories: 

o Racquetball Courts 
o Golf Courses 
o Skateboarding Facilities 
o In Line Skating Facilities 
o Tennis Courts 

·  An overwhelming 74.52% of residents indicated they would like Rice 
Township to actively pursue the creation of walking trails throughout the 
Township. 

·  When considering the quality of life in their neighborhood, (56.27%) 
residents identified ‘protecting open space from development’  as the 
most important concern regarding park and recreation areas. 
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·  58.56% of residents would like the Township to consider developing an 
indoor recreation facility 

o Residents are in favor of having both an indoor community room 
and indoor pool in this indoor recreation facility.  

·  21.29% of residents would be willing to supervise or coordinate 
recreation programs with Rice Twp.  

 
3. Recreation Facilities 
Survey respondents noted a number of park facilities used on a regular basis to 
fulfill recreation needs.  The most used facility was Wright Township Park.  
Respondents noted annual Fire Company events as the second most participated 
facility and Rice Township Park, third only slightly above the State Game Lands.  
Rice Township Park provides a minimal amount of recreation opportunities 
compared to other parks in neighboring Townships.  Respondents noted close 
proximity and diversity of recreation activities as the two most influential reasons 
for using a park.  
 
Recreation facilities service residents within a limited area.  National Recreation 
Standards suggest a community park provides the needs for those within a 3-mile 
radius.  Based on this calculation, Wright, Dorrance, and Fairview Township 
Parks service most of Rice Township.   Rice Township Park, centrally located, 
should be the most used facility based on proximity to residents.  However, the 
diversity of recreational activities offered at the other parks influences Rice 
Township residents where to play. 
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4  OPEN SPACE/NATURAL AREAS 
4.1  County Open Space Plan 
 
Open Space, Greenways, and Outdoor  Recreation Master  Plan 
Together Luzerne and Lackawanna Counties developed an Open Space, 
Greenways, and Outdoor Recreation Master Plan in 2003.  Members of the Open 
Space and Recreation Advisory Committee (OSRAC), stakeholders, and public 
formed A Vision for Lackawanna and Luzerne Counties: 

Residents of Lackawanna and Luzerne Counties are 
inspired by the verdant mountain ranges and fertile river 
valleys of the region and place a high priority on 
protecting and preserving important land and water 
resources that make the region unique.  The amount of 
land under protection continues to increase as existing 
resources are expanded, environmentally sensitive areas 
are protected, and development is directed away from 
complex ecosystems.  The bi-county area supports a high 
quality of life and is an attractive destination for outdoor 
enthusiasts who enjoy a network of interconnected 
greenways and trails and a wide range of outdoor 
recreation activities. 

 
Goals and objectives were established to support the vision.  The goals were 
separated into three priorities:  open space, greenways, and outdoor recreation.  
Several objectives support these goals and have been included below as they 
pertain to Rice Township and its Open Space Plan. 
 
 Open Space: 

·  Protect and preserve important natural features, 
environmental areas, and ecologically sensitive habitats for 
the benefit of present and future generations. 

o Limit development in areas identified as having rare, 
threatened, or endangered species and secure funds 
to acquire these properties. 

o Limit wildlife habitat fragmentation and promote 
bio-diversity by connecting ecologically sensitive 
habitats and environmental areas through green 
corridors. 

o Promote and support Agricultural Land Preservation 
Programs to purchase development rights for the 
projection of farmland. 

o Protect forested areas and unique scenic resources to 
the greatest extent possible. 

o Partner with the PA State Game Commission to 
purchase land and expand the number of acres 
classified as PA State Game Lands. 

o Promote partnerships with local land trusts to hold 
easements and/or purchase environmentally 
sensitive lands. 
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·  Protect and preserve open spaces along river corridors, water 
supply sources, and their recharge areas to protect water 
quality. 

o Limit development on steep slopes adjacent to 
streams, flood plains, and wetlands. 

o Seek preservation of open space along streams. 
o Establish development restrictions for areas 

immediately surrounding surface water drinking 
supplies. 

o Encourage the development of Watershed 
Conservation Plans to document and protect 
watershed resource quality. 

o Establish and promote a program to purchase and 
accept donations of open space land for resource 
protection and passive recreational use along 
streams and rivers. 

·  Address the impacts of public and private development on 
environmental resources. 

o Improve methods and procedures for assessing 
environmental impacts of public and private 
development. 

o Use environmental analysis to modify, re-design, or 
re-plan proposed developments for the protection of 
environmental resources.  

o Continue to support and promote innovative 
techniques to improve water quality. 

 
 Greenways: 

·  Provide safe and accessible greenways that encourage 
recreational use. 

o Erect appropriate signage at trail heads and various 
points along trails to identify permitted uses. 

o Where feasible, provide separate trails for motorized 
trail users. 

o Design trails with a variety of surface treatments to 
accommodate users with different recreation 
interests and capabilities. 

·  Utilize rail, transportation, and utility corridors to develop a 
network of greenways that connect urban areas and 
encourage alternative transportation modes. 

o Identify and prioritize rail corridors for potential 
trail use.  Coordinate with bi-county efforts for rail-
trail planning, funding, and development. 

o Promote trails as an alternative avenue for 
commuting to work. 

o Incorporate trails and pedestrian bike paths with 
proposed new roadways. 
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·  Develop a system of linked recreation resources to 
strengthen the local economy, foster public health and 
wellness, and provide community amenities. 

o Support local trail projects and greenway initiatives. 
 

 Outdoor Recreation: 
·  Provide a variety of outdoor recreation opportunities, 

including land and water based recreation, to meet the 
diverse interests of citizens and visitors. 

o Establish standards for passive recreation use 
facilities so they do not negatively impact the natural 
functions of open space or greenways. 

o Develop a system of walking, hiking, and biking 
trails that can link to the Delaware and Lehigh Trail. 

o Construct new bike lanes and off-road bike paths 
annually as part of the regional (MPO) capital 
improvements program for transportation projects. 

o Acquire land for designated all terrain vehicle 
facility. 

o Acquire land for a designated natural wildlife 
observation area. 

o Work with the PA State Game Commission to 
designate additional trails that permit horseback 
riding. 

o Identify and strive to meet appropriate recreation 
standards for programs and facilities. 

 
 Overall: 

·  Utilize innovative planning and development strategies and a 
variety of funding sources and incentives to acquire, 
manage, and preserve open space lands and outdoor 
recreational resources. 

o Seek funding from all appropriate federal, state, and 
local sources as well as private foundations, private 
sector businesses, corporations, and conservation 
minded benefactors. 

o Develop incentive programs for the private 
preservation of important natural features, sensitive 
habitats, and unique environmental areas. 

o Offer density bonuses or intensity increases to 
private developers for the preservation of natural 
features, sensitive habitats, and environmental areas. 

o Promote the use of transfer development rights, 
purchase of development rights, and easements to 
preserve open space lands.  

·  Educate stakeholders about the benefits of smart growth and 
conservation and support strategies to conserve and protect 
resources on private lands. 
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o Conduct annual training sessions for elected officials 
and municipal leaders on current conservation 
strategies and tools and the benefits of smart growth. 

o Utilize media outlets to promote the benefits of 
smart growth and celebrate the accomplishments of 
local conservation efforts. 

·  Document and promote the variety of outdoor recreation 
opportunities in the bi-county area. 

o Develop a website promoting outdoor recreation 
opportunities. 

o Coordinate with County Chambers of Commerce on 
resources and locations for recreation activities. 

 
Conservation Planning Recommendations 
 

In order to provide a starting point on identifying sensitive natural 
areas, a study of various data was completed.  The GIS Data Layer 
Analysis included:  terrestrial, hydrological, and ecological data was 
analyzed for potential open space preservation.   
 

a. Terrestrial:  
i. Steep Slopes over 30%  
ii. Ridge-top Corridors (1,000’  buffer). 
iii. Prime Agricultural Soils 
iv. Reclamation Site 
v. Culm Bank/Refuse Area 
vi. Abandon Mineland 

b. Hydrological:  
i. Watershed 
ii. NWI Wetlands 
iii. 100-Year Flood Plain 
iv. HQ Streams (500’  buffer) 

c. Ecological: 
i. Natural Area Inventories Site – State 

Significance 
ii. Natural Area Inventories Site – Local 

Significance 
 
The Plan identifies potential acres for preservation in three categories:  high, 
medium, and low priority.  For Luzerne County, approximately 72,000 acres 
(12.4%) of the County is protected in State Parks, Game Lands, forests, etc.  An 
additional 192,000 acres (33%) was identified through the land evaluation 
process.  Connectivity of these areas was also considered using trail corridors, 
streams, and active railroads as potential connectors between recommended 
preservation areas.   
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Recommendations Per taining to Rice Township 
 
The study recommended County-wide Proposed Conservation Areas which 
includes portions of Rice Township.  In addition to these general areas, specific 
project recommendations were also made.  These County recommendations are:   
 
The following areas and potential associated recreation activities were identified 
in Rice Township: 
  
Resource Area Associated Recreation Activity 
Little Wapwallopen 
Creek Greenway  

2,431 acres  Education, fishing, and hiking. 

Penobscot 
Ridge/Wilkes-Barre 
Mountain Trail  

21 miles Backpacking, bicycling, hiking, and off-
road vehicles. 

Nescopeck Mountain 
Highlands  

3,618 acres Fishing, hiking, hunting, and vista 
overlooks. 

Penobscot Mountain 
Highlands  

2,944 acres Hiking, hunting, and vista overlooks. 

 
In adjacent Wright and Fairview Townships, a critical link to the D&L Corridor 
Trail is proposed.  This trail, partially completed, includes the Black Diamond 
Trail, the Ashley Planes, and the Penobscot Ridge and Wilkes-Barre Mountain 
Trail.   
 
Mountaintop Trail 
The Mountaintop Trail is a 15-mile trail connecting White Haven to Mountaintop 
and ending at Laurel Run.  The trail creates a critical link between the Lehigh and 
Susquehanna watersheds and Heritage areas.  The D&L Commission fostered 
acquisition of 15 miles of the abandoned Reading, Blue Mountain, and Northern 
Railroad from Wilkes-Barre to White Haven by the Anthracite Scenic Trails 
Association (ASTA).  Most of the trail follows abandon rail lines, providing ideal 
grades for a smooth hike over the Wilkes-Barre Mountain.  The trail within the 
State Game Land has been completed.  A planned greenway for the 
Wapwallopan Creek will provide a critical link to Rice Township.  
 
Ashley Plains Trail  
Located on the northern side of the Wilkes-Barre Mountain, the Ashley Planes is 
a series of three steep incline planes in Ashley, Hanover Township and Fairview 
Township that were used to transport anthracite over Wilkes-Barre Mountain.  
Once the anthracite reached Mountaintop, it was transported down the mountain 
to White Haven.  The planes were built in 1848 and remained in operation for 
over 100 years.  The Earth Conservancy’s Lower Wyoming Valley Open Space 
Master Plan proposes transforming the old railroad beds into hiking and biking 
trails and linking proposed Penobscot Ridge and the Back Mountain Trails.  
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the Ashley Planes potentially 
will be surrounded by a 500-acre park.   
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Penobscot Ridge Trail 
The Earth Conservancy plans to develop the Penobscot Ridge Trail, which 
incorporates the Wilkes-Barre Mountain Trail, to connect 21 total miles of trail 
from just south of Mocanaqua to the Seven Tubs Natural Area.  This trail links to 
the Black Diamond Trail, furthering a network of trails in this region.   

 
The goals identified in the Open Space, Greenways & Outdoor Recreation 
Master Plan guide future decision making at both the local and County levels.  
Implementation of the plan requires cooperation and collaboration of County and 
local governments as well as various not-for-profit groups and volunteers in the 
bi-county area. 
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4.2  Related Studies 
 
Natural Areas Inventory 
In 2001, The Nature Conservancy completed A Natural Areas Inventory, Luzerne 
County, Pennsylvania, which identified five significant natural areas in Rice 
Township.  
 
 Andy Pond (Dorrance & Rice Townships) 

Stretching from Interstate 81 south of Blytheburn Lake into 
Dorrance, the 35-acre pond area, surrounded by wetlands and low 
scrub brush, provides unique habitat for River Otter.  The otter’s 
restricted habitat range and uncommon occurrence in this area 
justifies the Nature Conservancy to classify Andy Pond as 
significant.  Changes to the marsh’s hydrology could affect the sedge 
and cattail species and threaten their vulnerable habitat.  

 
 Haystack Mountain (Rice, Fairview, and Hanover Townships) 

North of Helsop Road and Boyle Pond, Haystack Mountain is 
comprised of a Northern Appalachian Acidic Rock Summit Natural 
Community within State Game Lands #207.  The high quality and 
rarity of this natural feature is an imperiled habitat requiring 
immediate protection initiatives.  

    
Furthermore, throughout this rocky, open, high elevation area, the 
Nature Conservancy has identified five separate plant species of 
special concern.  Plant communities here are susceptible to human 
interference by increasing recreational use of Haystack Mountain. 
Potential threats include fire suppression, trail development, and 
trash dumping.  In response to local development threats, the Nature 
Conservancy has designated it with Pennsylvania Endangered and 
Pennsylvania Rare status. 

 
 Nuangola Railroad Tunnel (Rice Township) 

Located along the abandoned railroad tracks where Interstate 81 
enters Rice Township from the north, the tunnel area is home to an 
animal of interest, not identified by the Nature Conservancy report. 
Specific animal population and surrounding habitat data is not fully 
developed at this time, and further observation and study is needed. 
The Nature Conservancy recommends long term planning on 
securing the habitat.   

 
 Nuangola Station Swamp (Rice Township) 

Nuangola Station Swamp is nestled between Interstate 81 and Little 
Wapwallopen Creek along the abandoned rail line.  Highlighted by 
the Nature Conservancy due to smaller micro-communities found 
within and around the swamp, the unique topography of pools, seeps, 
pits, and tip-up mounds are home to 15 plants of special interest.  
The large distribution of Black Ash is especially significant here. 
The Nature Conservancy did not rank the Nuangola Station Swamp 
with any status; however, this distinctive land character and  
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mounting plant community borders recreational ATV trails.  
Instituting protective measures for the surrounding swamp area will 
extend future interests.   

  
 Penobscot Mountain Ridgetop (Hanover, Newport, Rice & Slocum Twp.) 

Entering Rice Township slightly north of Nuangola Lake, the tilted 
rock strata of Penobscot Mountain has created an Ephemeral/ 
Fluctuating Pool Natural Community surrounded by forest.  The 
ephemeral pools are located between rock outcroppings and vary in 
depth.  Leaf debris from the surrounding forest canopy provides 
exceptional reptile habitats within the ephemeral pools.  
 
Also, the forest matrix is an assortment of small lichen mosses to 
large hardwood trees.  The combination of pools and plant diversity 
elevates the Penobscot Mountain Ridgetop to Pennsylvania 
Endangered Area status.  The Nature Conservancy warns plant 
extinction is possible if not maintained properly.      

 
Pennsylvania’s Wildlife 
Pennsylvania’s Wildlife and Wild Places, Our Outdoor Heritage in Peril, written 
by Ben Moyer, provides an interesting insight into the natural history and current 
state of natural areas in the Commonwealth.  Five major recommendations apply 
universally to each municipality, particularly those with significant natural 
resources.  Rice Township does contain sites of state-wide significance regarding 
endangered or rare plant and/or animal life.  As a result, the recommendations set 
forth by Moyer apply and should be considered by the Township. 
 
Recommendations include: 
 

1. Protect major habitat types to preserve endangered species.  
Corridors and connections between habitats are critical in sustaining 
healthy environments.  Areas surrounding, and in particular upland 
watersheds, should be carefully protected to eliminate changes to 
habitats. 

 
2. Restore and improve damaged habitats in order to enhance the 

environment.  Wetlands and stream corridors are critical areas for 
water quality and habitat sustainability.  Rebuilding and protecting 
these areas are key in restoring habitats. 

 
3. Most habitats are privately owned and require public/private 

partnerships to protect and preserve these areas.  Forested stream 
buffers are commonly privately owned and often subjected to 
“aesthetic”  improvements of clearing.  Education can be the best tool 
to help restore this critical habitat. 

 
4. Monitoring, mapping, and recording population, distribution, and 

habitat changes will assist in understanding the evolution and needs 
of the natural environment.  Impacts from surrounding land use 
changes can also be monitored. 
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5. Promotion of environmentally responsible land use will ultimately 
impact the life of critical natural areas.  Wildlife and open space are 
important areas in the landscape to be valued and conserved.      

 

4.3  Natural Resources 
 
Soils 
In 1962, the USDA Soil Conservation Service, in cooperation with Penn State 
University and PA Department of Agriculture, prepared the Soil Survey of 
Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, which maps, identifies, and describes the 
different soil types within the County.  The soil delineations were prepared from 
aerial mapping flown in 1958.  The USDA is currently updating the soil types to 
be universal across the state.   
 
Flood Plain Areas 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has mapped the 100-year 
flood plain along stream corridors.  A flood plain includes the stream channel, 
the floodway, and the adjacent fringe.  The flood plain is based on watershed 
area, stream size, and surrounding topography.  A functioning flood plain stores 
and conveys flood waters, recharges ground water, and provides natural wildlife 
habitat.  Flood plain vegetation filters debris, slows water flow rates, absorbs 
water, and reduces erosion, which is critical to surface runoff water quality.  
Understanding flood plains enhance water quality and foster healthy habitats 
justify preservation and proper management of these areas.  Flood plain areas 
within the Township have been identified on the primary conservation areas map.   
 
Wetlands 
National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) developed by the U.S. Department of 
Interior is a starting point for wetland determination.  NWI mapping uses stereo-
photography to delineate these areas which are incomplete.  Locating wetland 
limits or boundaries is critical in preventing development from damaging these 
sensitive habitats.  The primary conservation areas include the NWI delineated 
wetlands. 
 
Wetland determination finds areas that are wet lands.  Wetlands are typically 
found in low areas or adjacent to streams or ponds.  Areas of high water table, 
slopes where ground water springs emerge, perimeters of streams or ponds, flat 
areas, or abandoned ditches or stream channels are all potential wetland habitats.  
The wetlands shown on the primary conservation areas plan are large scale and 
do not include all the wetland areas in the Township nor do they clearly define 
their limits.  Each applicant must provide field determined delineated wetlands 
on their plans to prevent disturbance.  Wetland delineation only provides the 
basic outline of a wetland area and does not include the upland watershed to this 
wetland area.   
 
The upland watershed often provides the water resource creating the wetland.  
Changes in upland topography, storm water runoff, and vegetation can 
significantly impact a wetland without directly disturbing the delineated wetland.  
Buffers surrounding wetlands should be maintained to transition development to 
the natural wetland area.  Post-development conditions should recreate overland 
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flows and discharge quantities into the wetland buffer zone to minimize 
development impacts.  Ideally, a buffer provides a vegetative buffer, filtering the 
surface runoff before entering the wetland.  Vegetative buffers should not be 
mowed lawn or manicured landscapes but rather large meadows or young 
woodlands managed to eradicate invasive plants and foster native plan 
propagation.  The buffer also filters invasive plants, protecting the wetland 
habitat from non-native invasive plants.  
 
Scenic Areas 
A recent windshield survey of the Township revealed the following scenic areas: 
 Henry Drive (Nuangola Road to Station Road) 
 Heslop Road (Nuangola Road to end) 
 I-81 (Prospect Road overpass to Penobscot Mountain Ridge line) 
 Blytheburn Road (Stryjak Road to Wapwallopen Creek/Township border) 
 
These areas depict typical landscape characters in Rice Township.  These areas 
can be impacted by uncontrolled development.  Care should be taken to preserve 
these areas by locating any proposed development out of view or within character 
to its surroundings. 
 
4.4  Watersheds 
Rice Township is in the Wapwallopen Creek and Little Wapwallopen Creek 
Watersheds.  Several small tributaries in Rice Township create the headwaters 
for the Little Wapwallopen Creek.  Both streams parallel each other to the 
Susquehanna River.  The state has designated both streams as cold water 
fisheries (CWF). 
 
Major Watershed – Susquehanna River 
 
Subarea –Big Wapwallopen Creek 

1. Tributary 28247 – The creek flows west out of Crystal Lake in Bear 
Creek Township, through Fairview Township to Rice Township.  It 
proceeds southwest underneath Church Road, through wetland areas near 
Legion Road before entering the Big Wapwallopen Creek.  The waters 
then continue through Dorrance and Hollenback Townships where it 
meets up with the Susquehanna River System.   

 
Major Watershed – Little Wapwallopen Creek 

1. Tributary 28278 – The headwaters start west of Hickory Swale and south 
of Nuangola Road by Shawnee Drive.  It then transverses southwest into 
the Ice Ponds and emerges flowing north out of the Ice Ponds and 
crossing Henry Drive on multiple occasions until it empties into Little 
Wapwallopen Creek between Frankenfield and Henry Drive.  

 
2. Tributary 28279 – The headwaters start from the southwest basin of 

Boyles Pond and crosses into the PA State Gamelands #207.  The creek 
comes out of State Game Land property west of Heslop Rd. and Park 
Terrace intersection.  The creek joins with Little Wapwallopen Creek 
north of William St.  Both creeks proceed under Nuangola Rd., west of 
Slocum St., east of Ridge St. where it meets up with Tributary 28278. 
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3. Tributary 28277 – The headwaters start in PA State Game Lands #207, 
south of Interstate 81 to Wilkes-Barre.  The creek parallels the Old 
Railroad Grade to the western edge, then paralleling First Street on the  
eastern edge.  The creek continues under Nuangola Road where it meets 
the Little Wapwallopen Creek confluence centrally between Nuangola 
Road and Church Road.  
 

4. Tributary 28274 – The headwaters start in the pond north of Welles 
Road, west of Church Street.  

 
Wapwallopen Watershed  
A subset of the Upper Central Susquehanna River Basin, Watershed B, the Toby-
Wapwallopen Creek Watershed is a crucial water source providing drinking 
water for its surrounding area.  To continue protecting water quality, head waters 
and stream corridors should be considered as potential greenways, limiting 
development.  The bi-county Open Space, Greenways & Recreation Master Plan 
identifies areas of ecological value along Little and Big Wapwallopen Creeks. 
The plan recommends communities in the watershed protect environmental 
features and critical habitat areas. 
 
Ripar ian Buffer  
The land surrounding these water sources is critical in maintaining a high water 
quality.  The immediate area parallel to a stream is its riparian buffer zone and 
minimally should be 50 feet on either side of the stream bed.  This area ideally 
includes a dense vegetative cover from tall grasses to brushy woodland edge to a 
thick woodland cover.   
 
The riparian zone is divided into three major zones:  stream bank, riparian forest, 
and herbaceous/grass filter.  The vegetative layers filter non-point source 
pollution and sediment from the surface flow of storm water runoff as it 
approaches the stream.  This filtration process greatly influences the resulting 
water quality.  Disturbance or removal of this filtering buffer significantly 
impacts a stream by increasing flow rates, enhances erosion, diminishes 
filtration, and adds sediment and pollutants in the stream.  Development and 
current aesthetic maintenance has removed much of this natural cleaning system.  
Mowing to the streams edge, building homes, parking lots, and roads along a 
stream bank prevents vegetation from growing in these vital zones.  The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture as well as the PA Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources (DCNR) provide information on management and 
maintenance techniques.  Inevitably, assessment of a buffer will require site 
specific recommendations based on physical conditions and constraints.  
 
Awareness, education, and restoration projects have been instrumental in 
restoring damaged areas.  The Township must require applicants to preserve 
riparian zones through proper planning and environmental design, thus 
preventing future degradation.   
 
The buffer width and proper management can significantly impact water quality.  
Stabilization of eroding small stream banks begins with shrubs and trees covering 
the banks and a 35-foot wide managed grass buffer.  The 35-foot grass filter, on 
slopes less than 15%, will settle most sediment before entering the stream.  The 
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buffer will need to be extended to cover over 100 feet to effectively dissolve 
nutrients or pesticides from storm water.  A cold water fishery designated stream 
should be shaded completely to properly cool the water and minimize algae  
blooms, often associated with warm waters.  The greatest wildlife habitat benefits 
are found with heavily vegetated buffers over 300 feet in width.  The increased 
width provides protection for animals with undisturbed interior forests.  Riparian 
corridors provide critical corridors for wildlife movement across the region.   
 
4.5  Conservation Areas 
 
Natural Resource Inventory Map 
The GIS mapping of natural resources evolves with the findings of new and 
unique habitats in the Township.  Once these areas are identified, protection of 
these sensitive areas can be monitored.  Often land developments do not have the 
background knowledge or time to search a site for these resources, so it is 
important the Township actively locate and monitor these areas.  The NRI 
becomes a tool for owners and developers early on in the planning process to 
better understand their land as well as the surrounding landscape.  Land 
development applications can then be sensitive to these areas as well as provide 
protective measures to ensure their viability once the project is complete.   
 
Conservation Mapping 
The Map of Potential Conservation Lands is the foundation for conservation area 
preservation.  The map identifies a network of open space and greenways 
throughout the Township for conservation.  The map does not delineate parcels 
for land acquisition but rather makes the Township and land owners aware of 
natural systems in a particular site and its connection to a larger green network.  
Natural systems are not confined by parcel boundaries, so this map outlines and 
connects these systems based on their natural boundaries. 
 
Existing Protected Areas 
The initial step in preparing a Map of Conservation Areas requires identification 
of existing protected lands in the Township.  Township, County, and privately 
owned lands which are secured open space have been identified.  Rice Township 
currently has 2,094.62 acres of open space (primary conservation areas), equating 
to 30.6% of the Township.  These lands include the Township Park (21.12 acres) 
and State Game Lands.  Most of the land is within the Wapwallopen Creek 
Watershed.     
 
Primary Conservation Areas 
The Primary Conservation Areas map locates natural systems which currently 
restrict development.  These areas include:  steep slopes, wetlands, flood plains, 
and flood prone soils.  These areas account for approximately 52%  
(3,546.6 acres) of the Township and are disbursed throughout the Township. 
 
Secondary Conservation Areas 
The Secondary Conservation Areas Plan identifies natural systems as potential 
lands for open space preservation.  These areas were identified based on soils, 
flood prone areas (undevelopable land), riparian buffers, wetlands, and future  
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Township Park and recreation acquisition.  Other resources identified include 
woodlands, heritage resources, scenic drives, and other features based on soils, 
woodland cover, topography, flood plain, wetlands, and watersheds.  
 
Potential Conservation Areas  
The Potential Conservation Areas are not limited by parcel boundary or 
developed or undeveloped parcels.  Designated areas may be already developed 
or contain physical improvements such as homes, buildings, pavement, etc.  The 
plan does not suggest nor imply that these improvements be removed but rather 
to advise future development.   
 
Water Resource Map 
The two watersheds covering the Township are significant, especially since many 
headwaters start in the Township.  Water resource protection covers most of the 
Township and should be considered in every land development application.  
Impervious cover, storm water, and sewerage can burden and even damage an 
otherwise sensitive ecology.  Proper planning and management can reduce the 
impact of these necessary improvements to land development.   
 
Residents reside in the Township largely due to its current landscape character.  
According to the Township survey, residents want to see this landscape 
preserved.  Unmanaged development may ultimately destroy the very resource 
that invites new residents.  The potential conservation lands map establishes a 
framework encouraging or requiring future land development applicants to 
conscientiously protect the Township’s greatest asset – its rural and natural 
landscape character.     
 
Zoning and SALDO Ordinances 
Rice Township should adopt the Growing Greener Ordinances for Conservation 
Development Design.  Included in the appendix of the report is a brochure on 
Conservation by Design and a model ordinance for performance planning as used 
in Bucks County, PA. 
 
4.6  Land Preservation/Open Space Policies 
 
Greenways 
In 1998, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania ordered a PA Greenways Study 
under Executive Order 1998-3.  In August of 2001, the Governor announced the 
Pennsylvania Greenways, An Action Plan for Creating Connections, a state-wide 
program to establish a network of greenways, touching every local community by 
2020.  The Action Plan is organized around four goals:  

·  Plan and Build Greenway Connections  
·  Create a Greenways Organizational Framework  
·  Provide Greenways Funding  
·  Provide Greenways Technical Assistance and Outreach  

Twelve implementation strategies support corresponding actions that make the 
Pennsylvania Greenways “Vision”  a reality.  Strategies include:  
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·  Identifying a state-wide network of greenways “hubs and spokes”  that 
make connections between parks, conservation areas, and 
cultural/historic sites and communities using natural corridors and 
recreational trails.  

·  Promoting the development of Greenway Plans by all 67 counties as 
integral parts of their planning efforts.  These plans establish the local 
planning foundation upon which a state-wide network of greenways is 
constructed.  

·  Developing a Greenways Geographic Information System (GIS) capable 
of storing, mapping, and analyzing geographical and informational data 
about local, regional, and state-wide greenway networks.  

·  Developing strategies to integrate greenways concepts into 
Pennsylvania’s schools and higher education institutions and training 
programs for greenways partners.  

·  Launching a Greenways Informational Clearinghouse that will serve as a 
one-stop shop for information and news.  

Greenway spines provide state-wide linkages to which municipalities can 
implement local system connections.  The website www.pagreenways.org is a 
clearing house of information for local communities concerning greenway 
networks across the state.  Lackawanna and Luzerne Counties recently completed a 
Joint Open Space, Greenways and Outdoor Recreation Master Plan under this 
initiative.  Several trails and potential greenway connections were identified to 
which Rice Township can connect.   
 
In addition, Rice Township has applied for and recently received a grant to prepare 
the Wapwallopen Greenway Plan.  This joint municipal planning effort will 
connect Rice, Wright, and Fairview Townships, located along the Big 
Wapwallopen Creek.  The Greenway provides critical connections to local points 
of interest as well as a critical regional link to the Delaware and Lehigh (D&L) 
Heritage Corridor.  
 
Susquehanna River  Greenway 
The program is an effort to promote and preserve natural and cultural areas, 
trails, open space, and natural resources for future generations.  The greenway 
will incorporate the main stem of the Susquehanna River and many of its 
branches.  The greenway covers a 1-mile area on either side of the Susquehanna 
River for 500 miles, as a continuous ribbon of greenway through multiple states, 
counties, and municipalities.  A portion of the Susquehanna River’s southern 
boundary extends into Luzerne County. 
 
Public meetings were held to gather local resident comments in 22 participating 
Pennsylvania counties.  Citizen involvement developed a final design concept 
adopted by the Susquehanna Greenway Partnership in 2004.  A permanent 
committee will oversee the Greenway’s development in accordance to the Master 
Plan.  The project is headed by a Susquehanna Planning Team, comprised of 
various private, public, and volunteer organizations.  
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Watershed Protection 
Many residents in Rice Township obtain water from private wells.  Protecting 
these water supplies is critical to communities beyond Rice Township and 
Luzerne County.  Efforts should focus on providing adequate buffering and limit 
of development in these critical zones, often beyond the property lines of the 
individual water authority.  Creating public/private partnership can be critical in 
supporting conservation projects in the Township.    
 
Restoration/Preservation 
Restoration of an abandoned cultural site, re-forestation of a disturbed wetland, 
re-establishment of a cleared riparian buffer will collectively begin the 
preservation and healing process for the cultural and natural landscape.  Local 
newspaper articles, a newsletter, website updates, and Township meeting 
announcements can further educate residents on efforts underway or initiatives 
requiring additional support.  Identifying projects, assessing projects needs, and 
gathering support are critical efforts in organizing and managing Rice 
Township’s natural and cultural resources.  An EAC could undertake this role as 
a leader in carrying these types of projects from beginning to end and overseeing 
the Township’s restoration and preservation efforts.  
 
Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) 
The Township should consider establishing an Environmental Advisory Council 
(EAC).  An EAC provides a number of functions which assist Township staff, 
supervisors, and commissions in the preservation of natural resources within the 
Township.  Rice Township residents appreciate the natural resources and rural 
landscape character existing.  Once the EAC Ordinance has been adopted by the 
Township, appointed individuals form the council.  The EAC focuses on the 
management, restoration, and preservation of natural resources.  The council 
reviews land development submissions for environmental issues and 
conformance to the Township’s Map of Conservation Areas.  Their advisory 
comments are provided to the Planning Commission and Supervisors to assist in 
their recommendations and approval of projects.  The EAC can apply for 
additional funds to support environmental improvement projects throughout the 
Township.  In addition, the EAC may develop workshops, restoration, or cleanup 
efforts utilizing volunteer efforts to complete local projects.  It is strongly 
recommended the Township adopt and form an EAC to illustrate the Township’s 
interest and desire to maintain a balanced landscape.  The EAC could potentially 
be a monitor of the conservation mapping as well as a Township steward for the 
Wapwallopen Greenway.  At this time, Wright and Dorrance Townships have 
formed EACs.  
 
Growing Greener  
Released in 1996, Growing Greener is a state-wide conservation planning 
initiative designed to guide local municipalities in managing growth.  Land 
conservation development regulations advantageously provide applicants and 
Townships alike fair and land-conserving development solutions.  Open space 
lands are added to a Township-wide network each time land is developed, 
establishing and preserving a greenway without requiring land condemnation or 
costly acquisition.  Applicants participating in the conservation design alternative 
still build the maximum number of homes under current zoning regulations, but 
in a less land-consuming manner.  This reduces construction cost and preserves 
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natural resources.  The most essential component to the Growing Greener 
approach is communication between landowner/applicant and the Township.  
Pre-application meeting, site visit, and sketch plan are encouraged at the 
initiation of the project. 
 
Successfully managing growth involves maintaining the following tools: 
 

·  Update the inventory of important natural and cultural resources. 
·  Involve community participation in prioritizing resource protection. 
·  Establish policies for conservation and development. 
·  Initiate a dialogue with owners of significant resource lands. 
·  Strategize on acquisition and/or protection of the most significant 

resources. 
·  Manage public lands as an example of best land management techniques. 
·  Adopt regulations to guide preferred development patterns. 
·  Understand development is inevitable and mediate applicant needs with 

Township planning. 
 
The planning practices of conservation design occur through awareness of the 
existing landscape.  This report only starts the process to gather, assess, and 
determine how the landscape of Rice Township will change in the future.  The 
GIS mapping mechanically organizes collected data for analysis and presentation 
resulting in discussion and action.  The information and data collected conditions 
for the community to understand the complicated and intricate natural systems 
which should influence future land development. 
 
Conservation Planning 
Conservation planning is similar to cluster plan development with critical 
adjustments.  The conservation plan would be a “by-right”  approval process, 
short cutting the conditional use process.  There are no minimum lot size criteria 
for conservation planning.  The calculation of preserved open space is a 
percentage of net buildable land area, ensuring preserved lands are not just 
restricted to wetlands, flood plains, and steep slopes.  Active recreation 
development in the open space would be limited.  Significant reduction in 
allowable minimal lot size provides greater preservation of open space.  A 
density disincentive actually discourages traditional cookie cutter design, by 
reducing lots per acre density.  Township may consider requiring conservation 
design on parcels identified with future greenway connections.   
 
The Growing Greener approach to subdivision for land conservation planning is 
a four-step design approach which relates to the Township’s Map of Potential 
Conservation Lands and to the site specific, applicant’s Existing Resources/Site 
Analysis Plan.  
 
A menu of density choices permits a landowner/applicant to decide development 
options.  Options may include a greater number of density-neutral lots (allowing 
equal density as permitted currently) in exchange for higher percentages of open 
space, and no delineated open space but at lower densities and larger lot sizes.  
These options may pertain to both residential and non-residential applications.   
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Conservation Ordinances 
The following information generally outlines conservation design requirements: 
 
Conservation subdivision design strongly requires an open dialogue between the 
Township and the applicant from the onset, prior to sketch design stage.   
 
A revised Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance would require: 
 

·  Context Map, illustrating natural and man made features surrounding the 
site. 

·  Site Inventory, detailed identification and explanation of existing 
features. 

·  Site Visit, members of the Planning Commission walk the site. 
·  Conservation Plan, areas of conservation are determined prior to site 

development layout. 
·  Township-wide Connections, configure conservation lands that link with 

adjoining parcels. 
·  Density bonus, provided for open space improvements (trails, land 

donation, etc.). 
 
An updated Zoning Ordinance would require: 
 

·  ‘By-right’  approval process for selecting conservation option. 
·  50% buildable ground in protected conservation area. 
·  Disincentives, reduced 50% density for conventional development. 
·  Restrictive Covenant, protecting open space from future development. 

 
Conservation subdivision design does not require large land acquisition or land 
owner charity. 
 
Purchase Development Rights 
The purchase of development rights is another term for purchasing a 
conservation easement which prevents future development of the land. 
 
Transfer  Development Rights 
Local governments have the authority to transfer development rights from one 
portion of the community to another portion of the community in order to 
permanently protect certain open spaces or agricultural and forested lands.  Often 
this transfer of development rights permits an increase in developable density 
elsewhere.  The transfer requires a conservation easement on the parcel which the 
rights are being taken and zoning relief for the parcel being developed.      
 
Conservation Easements 
A conservation easement is a legal written agreement between a landowner and a 
government or land trust entity that restricts a property’s use in order to protect 
its landscape value.  Easements transfer or limit specific rights from a particular 
parcel.  Landowners have rights associated with their property (i.e., to build 
structures, harvest timber, and cultivate fields).  Each right has a monetary value.  
Easements remove specific activities by selling or donating those rights in order 
to restrict future occurrence of these activities on a particular parcel.  The 
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document “Using Conservation Easement to Preserve Open Space, A Guide for 
Pennsylvania Municipalities”  by the Heritage Conservancy and PA DCNR, 
explains the process in great detail.   
 
Act 319 
Act 319, more commonly known as Clean and Green, provides real estate tax 
relief to owners of agricultural or forest land.  Tax is based on “use value”  rather 
that it’ s “market value.”   Owners who maintain their land solely devoted to  
agricultural use, agricultural reserve, or forest reserve use receive preferential 
assessment.  Lots must contain a minimum of 10 acres.  Future change in land 
use may require payment of past taxes.     
 
Open Space Ownership and Maintenance 
The Growing Greener model ordinance suggests four basic open space ownership 
options:  
 

Homeowner’s Association (HA) – A homeowner’s association is a 
legally organized entity of property owners within a delineated area.  
Open space dedication to a homeowner’s association is not publicly 
owned and requires the association to ensure the maintenance and 
preservation of such land.  The association, through collection of dues, 
operates to maintain the open space.  Covenants and by-laws provide for 
the filing of assessments and/or municipal liens for non-payment of dues 
and/or maintenance costs.  This option may be cost prohibitive for 
developments under five units. 
 
Township/County – The Township or County would take ownership and 
associated maintenance and management of the lands.   
 
Land Trust – A non-profit agency owns, monitors, and maintains the 
open space.  The trust is often funded by a donation provided with the 
land. 
 

Individual Owner – The open space is owned in part or whole privately, much 
like a conservation easement, limiting land use.  Open space lands useable for 
agriculture may be best combined to perpetuate this use.  However, unusable 
lands, more suited to natural succession, could be owned by adjoining property 
owners, understanding particular land management techniques need to be 
followed in these areas.  Private ownership should contain wording pertaining to 
proper maintenance of these areas, allowing the Township or other agency to 
monitor and regulate. 
 
Acquisition 
Township ownership of land affords the greatest control over land use and 
management.  Land purchased for specific uses has typically been the mode for 
previous land acquisitions, such as active park development, Township offices, 
or public works facilities.  More recently, many municipalities have pursued the 
purchase of lands for preservation of natural resources, such as watersheds – 
public water resources, cultural landmarks, or natural features.  Unless funds can 
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be collected, the acquisition of land can be costly and prohibitive, even when a 
need arises.  Funding sources and grants are available to assist Townships in 
reducing this costly burden; however, even a match can be difficult to obtain.   
 
Often proposed developments contribute lands to the Township.  However, land 
contributions are often “ left over”  or piecemeal. 
 
Another method of land acquisition is through donation.  Residents may donate 
lands to the Township to be preserved.  The map of potential conservation lands 
will guide the Township to particular parcel owners with areas of importance.  
An open dialogue provides a conduit for presenting options and establishing 
benefits for owners and the Township together.  Acquisition is only one of many 
options available to preserve open space.   
 
Condemnation is a tool provided by the state which gives the Township the right 
to acquire land deemed of particular importance.  This method is not 
recommended as it often creates an adverse relationship between owner and 
Township.  The Township is a community of residents and should not be treated 
as a “ them verses us.”   Every effort must be made to work directly with property 
owners to reach an amiable solution.      
 
Purchase and maintenance costs may prohibit Township ownership requiring 
alternate preservation techniques.  Township land acquisition/ownership can be 
expensive, unless cost effective management and maintenance options are 
available.  Lands donated to the Township require minimal upfront costs but may 
require significant maintenance costs subsequently.   
 

Deed Restricted 
Deed restricted lands often are privately owned lands with particular 
limitations on land development or use.  These restrictions can vary 
significantly.   
 
Easement 
An easement offers use and/or control of land that is owned by others.  
These lands limit what can be developed or maintained within the 
confines of the easement.  An easement can include an entire parcel or 
simply a portion.  Easements often are long-term and transfer with the 
deed. 
 
Lease 
A lease provides a short-term use of one’s land.  The owner maintains 
control of the site while the lessee uses the site.  Time and use are often 
controlled by the agreement. 
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5  RECOMMENDATIONS 
The focus of parks and recreation is to enhance the quality of life for Rice 
Township residents by developing and maintaining a diverse and comprehensive 
system of facilities for youth, teens, and adults.  
 

5.1  Active Recreation 
 
Based on the findings and survey results, Rice Township does not currently 
provide adequate active recreation facilities to meet current resident needs.  
Although other private and school facilities are in the Township, their private 
nature restricts widespread use.  In addition, Rice Township will continue to 
grow as more homes are built and land is further subdivided, increasing the need 
to improve the active recreation facilities within the Township. 
 
NRPA Active Recreation Facility Recommendations: 
Facility NRPA Std NRPA 

Acreage 
(2,460 
residents)*  

NRPA 
Acreage 
(3,173 
residents)**  

Current (active 
acres/total 
acres) 

Recommended 
Acreage (Site) 

Community 
Park  

5-8 acres/1,000 
residents 

12.3 - 19.7 15.8 – 25.4 10 / 21.1 10+ (buildable 
acres) 

Neighborhood 
Park 

1-2 acres/1000 
residents 

2.5 - 5.0 3.2 - 6.4 0 1 Laurel Lake 
1 Nuangola 
Station/Ice Lakes 
1 Blytheburn 
1 Nuangola Road 
(east) 

Playground .25-.5 acres/1000 
residents 

.65 - 1.3 .8 - 1.6 0 0 

*  Census Year 2000 
**  Projected Year 2010 (29% increase) 
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Activity NRPA Std NRPA 

Quantity  
(2,460 
residents)*  

NRPA 
Quantity 
(3,173 
residents)**  

Current 
(active 
acres/total 
acres) 

Deficit 

Tennis 1 per 2,000  1 2 0 2 
Basketball 1 per 5,000 1 1 1 0 
Playground 1 per 125 

children (5-14) 
3 4 1 3 

Softball 1 per 5,000 1 1 0 1 
Baseball 1 per 5,000 1 1 1 0 
Soccer 1 per 10,000 1 1 0 0***  
Football 1 per 20,000 1 1 0 0***  
Multipurpose 
Field 

    1 

Swimming 
Pool 

1 per 20,000 1 1 0 1 

Recreation 
Center 

No Standard   0 1 

*  Census Year 2000 
**  Projected Year 2010 (29% increase) 
** *  Based on current and projected population, a single multi-purpose field could satisfy 
both football and soccer use needs. 
 
 
Rice Township Community Park 
Community Park – 30 to 50 acres, service radius of ½ to 3 miles. 
 
Rice Township Park is considered a community recreation facility and is the 
Township’s only park which does not currently meet the minimum standards for 
a community-wide facility.   
 
The park’s central location provides easy vehicular access for residents.  The 
close proximity to the Township building and Police Station minimizes 
maintenance costs and eases policing.  It is suggested these facilities be upgraded 
to meet current safety and program requirements.   
 

o Baseball Field 
The existing baseball field is used as a practice field since it does 
not meet official playing field requirements.  The addition of 
outfield fencing eliminates the multipurpose field which overlays 
the ball field outfield.  Once another neighborhood park is 
developed, providing a multipurpose play area, this field should 
be upgraded to meet regulation use. 

�  Grading and Drainage 
�  Fencing 
�  Player Equipment 
�  Spectator Seating 
�  ADA Accessibility 

 
o Parking 

�  Upgrade parking lot meet Township requirements 
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�  Redesign park entries to accommodate parking spaces 
and turning radii of vehicles 

�  Repaint parking lines on bituminous pavement 
�  Removal of hedge row along Church Road for sight 

clearance  
 

o Trails 
�  ADA accessible loop walking trail connecting the 

playground, picnic area, and ball field to the parking 
area. 

·  An all-weather walking trail   
·  Connecting the parking area to the Township 

building  
·  Minimally 6 feet wide, asphalt paved to 

accommodate wheelchair use 
�  Soft Woodland Trail 

The trail should be cleared to accommodate pedestrian 
use.   

·  Clear fallen limbs, remove stones, and fill in 
exposed roots to eliminate major tripping 
hazards 

·  Cut overgrown or leaning branches to provide   
7-foot clearance 

·  Install distance markers along the pathway 
·  Develop sitting areas at intervals along pathway 

 
o Picnic Area 

�  ADA accessible picnic facilities 
�  New furnishings (tables, trash receptacles, benches, 

outdoor grills) 
�  Clearing 

 
o Wapwallopen Creek 

�  Riparian Buffer 
·  Inventory of existing vegetation  
·  Identification of existing and potential areas of 

erosion concerns 
·  Re-establish strong and healthy stream bank by 

planting native species 
�  Greenway 

·  Incorporation of park trails with the Greenway 
�  Stream Access 

·  Develop stabilized areas to permit water access 
·  Control access to prevent damage to stream bank 

 
o Playground Equipment 

The playground requires upgrades to meet current safety 
standards for equipment and surface.  The playground at Rice 
Township Park should be designed to accommodate three  
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separate age groups surrounded by open lawn for informal play.  
A picnic pavilion/covered seating area is recommended next to  
the equipment to provide parents with shelter.  

Quantity - One (NRPA Std 1 per 125 children ages 5-14) 
·  Pre-school Area 
·  Apparatus Area 
·  Open Playfield Area 

�  Provide new play equipment for children of different age 
ranges and abilities (ADA compliance) (2004 Play 
equipment installed including main structure, fire truck 
and tic-tac-toe board) 

�  Install an accessible, compliant safety surface 
�  Remove stumps from playground area 
 

o Tennis Court   
Currently, there are no public tennis courts in the Township.  A 
tennis court constructed at Rice Township Park would fulfill this 
recreation need.   
Quantity - Two (NRPA standard 1 court per 2,000 residents) 
 

o Signage 
A uniform park signage system provides continuity between park 
facilities within the Township as they develop.   

�  Park Identification Sign 
�  Park information signs rules and regulations 
�  Interpretative signs 
�  Trail markers 
�  Directional 

Relocate congested signs at park entrance to make entry more 
visible on Church Road. 
 

o Access 
�  Church Road entrances 
�  Maintenance/service 

 
o Screening 

�  Buffer planting along Township Maintenance facility 
 

o Woodland Preservation 
�  Tree replacement program 
�  Removal of invasive species 

 
o Land Acquisition 

The Township building and public works facility are adjacent to 
the Township Park.  Anticipated growth in the community will 
require additional municipal services.  In order to anticipate this 
need, acquisition of additional buildable land either adjacent to 
or across the street from the existing facility is recommended.   
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Park Maintenance 
 
Park Management/Assessment – Rice Township Park provides for both 

active and passive recreation.  Each area requires a significantly 
different type of maintenance regime.  A management plan 
should be prepared following the park Master Plan to best 
understand how these improvements will impact current 
maintenance schedules and time.  This review should also be 
completed prior to securing additional lands in order to assess 
current Township staffing requirements to meet future needs.  
Lands acquired but not properly maintained can hinder support 
for future open space acquisition or park development.   

 
Tree Replacement Program – In order to maintain a healthy woodland 

and vegetative cover, it is important to annually study the health 
of existing large trees.  Species, age, and overall health and 
condition should be assessed by a tree specialist.  This report 
provides a starting point for tree replacement.  In conjunction 
with an overall Master Plan, future plantings can be installed to 
maintain a park’s shade and landscape value.  For example, large 
shaded areas for picnicking should be inter-planted with younger 
trees which will replace those trees currently covering the area. 

 
Woodland Management – A grove of trees and even hedgerows require 

maintenance and planning to ensure healthy vegetation.  Invasive 
plants should be removed immediately and inspected annually 
for any re-growth.  Invasive plants smother desired native plants 
and prevent them from establishing.  The invasive plants tend to 
become a monoculture, creating poor environments for wildlife.  
A diversity of plant material provides food and shelter necessary 
for a healthy habitat.     

 
Shrubs and Shrub Borders – Shrubs requiring regular trimming to 

maintain a manicured look add to Township maintenance costs.  
As shrubs and shrub borders are replaced or newly installed, 
shrub species should be selected for minimal maintenance.  
Additionally, any existing shrubs that have enough space to grow 
to their natural size and shape should be allowed to do so. 
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Neighborhood Park 
Neighborhood Park – 5 to 10 acres, service radius of ¼ to ½ mile. 
 
In order to provide the recreation needs of the community at both a local, 
neighborhood level and a community, Township-wide level, it is recommended 
four neighborhood parks be created, each providing basic facilities plus support a 
diversity of Township-wide recreation needs. 
 
Each facility should include a playground, picnic table/seating, and open lawn 
area.  Trails or sidewalks from the surrounding areas to the park facilitate safe 
and easy access for local residents. 
 
Rice Township’s residential population is concentrated in several areas, each to 
be serviced by a neighborhood park facility.  Those areas include: 
 Laurel Lake  
 Nuangola Station/Ice Lakes 
 Blytheburn 
 Nuangola Road (east) 
 
Laurel Lake 
The Laurel Lake community did have a private recreation facility which is now 
closed and currently for sale.  The Township should consider acquiring the 
facility for a neighborhood playground.  The existing pool should be demolished 
and filled.  The existing building could be rehabilitated for community use as a 
meeting space, senior center, etc. 
 
Suggested park program: 
 Playground 
 Small Covered Pavilion 
 Tennis Court/Basketball Court 
 Community Center 
 
Nuangola Station/Ice Lake 
Nuangola Station is within close proximity of Rice Township Park.  However, 
residents must cross Nuangola and Church Roads to access the park.  A trail 
would alleviate this safety concern.  Recent plans to develop the Ice Lakes 
property offers an opportunity to develop a neighborhood park near the Nuangola 
Station.  In June 2004, the Board of Supervisors voted to accept the Ice Lake and 
adjacent improved land to the Township.  The improvements include lake access 
ramps, parking, trail, picnic pavilion, picnic tables, benches, and two unisex 
bathrooms.  
 
Suggested park program: 
 Playground 
 Small Covered Pavilion 

Multipurpose Field (soccer/football) 
The Township does not have either a soccer or football field.  
Population projections are still less than half the National Standard 
recommendation for a single field.  As a result, a single, multi-
purpose field could accommodate a number of field sports, including 
soccer, football, lacrosse, field hockey, and informal play.  When 



64   Park, Recreation, and Open Space Plan 
Rice Township, Luzerne County, PA 

acquiring a new neighborhood park, consider acquiring enough land 
suitable for a multipurpose field.  Once this field has been 
constructed, improvements to the ball field at Rice Township Park 
may be completed. 
 
Quantity – One (NRPA std 1 per 20,000 residents) 

 
Blytheburn 
Private residences surround Blythburn Lake.  Lake access is limited by private 
property surrounding its perimeter.  A former boating facility off Blytheburn 
Road did provide recreational access to the lake; however, this has been closed 
and in disrepair.  A site on the waters edge could facilitate public access to the 
water as well as fulfill the local neighborhood need for recreation.  Due to the 
complexity of water related uses, limited space, and private nature of the lake, the 
neighborhood park should not provide boat access. 
 
Suggested park program: 
 Playground 
 Small Covered Pavilion 
 Tennis/Basketball Court 
 
Nuangola Road (East) 
On the western banks of the Wapwallopan Creek, on either side of Nuangola 
Road (East), subdivisions and new homes continue to be built.  This dense 
development core should be serviced by a neighborhood park.  A small private 
playground on Patriot Drive does service this small cluster of homes.  The 
facility requires updating.  Its location adjacent to Wapwallopen Creek does 
potentially offer access to future greenway trails.  The Township may consider a 
public/private partnership in updating this facility and permitting neighborhood 
residents access.  A trail along the creek would provide easier access for other 
residents to enjoy this park and the creek.  
 
Suggested park program: 
 Playground 
 Small Covered Pavilion 

Multipurpose Field/Soccer Field 
Softball Field 

Rice Township does not currently have a softball field.  Fields at 
the elementary school and American Legion do facilitate some 
use, but it is limited to scheduling and membership.  There is not 
an immediate need for a softball field; however, an area should 
be planned and set aside if future demand warrants construction.  
When acquiring a new neighborhood park, consider acquiring 
enough land suitable for a future field. 

 
Quantity – One (NRPA std 1 per 5000 residents) 

 



October 2004  65 
Barry Isett & Associates   

Community Recreation Center  
Community activity once focused on the town center, but as towns decline and 
suburban development continues to multiply, a center-less suburbia still requires 
a social and interactive space.  As a result, in many communities, the recreation 
center becomes that missing common ground.  Rice Township and the 
surrounding Mountaintop area are being developed as a residential community, 
with minimal services sporadically placed throughout the area.     
 
It has been found that people who are more active are more content with their 
lives and live longer, feeling their recreation and leisure experiences are 
important. 
 
Rice Township, centered in the Mountaintop region, is currently underserved by 
year-round recreation.  Although most activities are serviced individually at 
facilities throughout Hazleton or Wilkes-Barre, the growing residential 
neighborhoods of Mountaintop must commute not only to work but then to 
recreate as well. 
 
Healthy lifestyles, exercising, value pricing, proper nutrition, convenience, and 
stress reduction are all trends seen in the 21st century and should continue.  
Adaptation is key in any facility to meet the current and future demands of any 
successful facility.  Architectural design and layout are critical in providing a 
basis to match demand and need. 
 
Recreation Trend 
Active lifestyles of professionals, families, and seniors demand expanded, year-
round opportunities to recreate, learn, and exercise.  As baby-boomers enter 
retirement and younger professionals, male and female, delay family status, a 
wealth of individuals with time and money to spend is on the increase.  These 
folks require leisure and recreation activities beyond the home and workplace.   
 
As limited free time for leisure and recreation continue to diminish with 
increasingly busy schedules, recreation centers are being established to meet 
consumers’  needs, by “selling”  the benefits and advantages over the actual 
facilities offered.  With an auto-driven society of suburban sprawl, the “one-stop 
shop”  or “super”  stores are the trend in convenience shopping, reducing the 
number of vehicular stops one requires.  The same is being found in recreation 
throughout the country.   
 
Busy activity schedules and dispersed recreation activity centers diminish any 
free-time commuting from facility to facility.  Multi-activity centers provide 
recreation needs for the entire family, including temporary day care, so now the 
“ taxi-driving”  parent can even partake in an activity while waiting for their 
youngsters.  Extended families, with three generations living in a single 
household, means recreation facilities need to address all age groups, from 
youngster to elder.  The senior population is more active than in the past, 
expanding the usership for a recreation facility.  Child and adult day cares are 
ever increasing in need, as both parents maintain an active status in the work 
force.  These facilities provided at a community recreation center, encourages 
after-work use of other facilities to provide a break for parents outside the work 
schedule.  
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Providing a single source, family recreation experience, the economic 
development and operational costs are consolidated.  Recreation centers in the 
future will be designed for multiple use and all ages.  An exciting visual 
experience is key in creating a framework to which trends in recreation can be 
developed to meet changing consumer needs. 
 
Facility 
Facility design, management, and maintenance are critical to its success.  An 
open, airy, modern facility with up-to-date, state-of-the-art equipment will 
support the demands of users for a positive environment to gather and recreate.     
 
Recreation centers are more than just a gym, providing a natatorium, indoor 
tennis/racquetball courts, meeting space, weight and fitness training equipment, 
indoor walking/jogging track, classrooms, temporary childcare, day care, 
preschool, theater, library, pro-shop, climbing/repelling wall, café, multi-use 
space, administration offices, and more.  Often these facilities support an active 
array of education programs and activities.  Pools provide not only lap swimming 
but also aquatic aerobics, swim lessons, water polo, synchronized swimming, 
diving, and rehabilitation therapy, as well as active water play.  Zero depth access 
for mobility challenged and children are being installed to meet these needs and 
expand the use of a pool.  In northeastern Pennsylvania, the short 3- to 4-month 
summer season window restricts the use of outdoor pools.  An indoor facility can 
be available year-round, supporting numerous activities and community needs.  
 
Financing 
Site, land development, construction, furnishings, and operations are not 
inexpensive.  Typically, public facilities are supported by a combination of tax 
dollars and user fees.  Grants, donations, and fundraisers, often attainable toward 
construction costs, supplement the “up-front”  cost.  The creation of partnerships 
with other municipalities, school districts, hospitals, and corporations are 
becoming more common in supporting the construction and operation of 
recreation facilities with all partners benefiting in the collaboration.  
Corporations exchange revenue for advertising and promotion of related 
equipment or goods, or hospitals pay rental fees to utilize facilities for 
rehabilitation and wellness facilities.  Short-term public and private partnerships 
are also a possibility.  A private investor/owner builds to suit for a public 
operator, who then purchases the facility after a set time from the initial owner.  
Municipal involvement is required as often 100% of private sector developers 
and operators of recreation facilities focus on select portions of consumer needs 
to maintain a profit center and do not provide the wide range of activities needed 
by a community. 
 
Process  
The initial step is to prepare a ballot question to determine taxpayer support for a 
Recreation Center.  If public support is obtained, then a feasibility study is 
required to detail the program, determine specific community needs, understand 
current markets, and project anticipated capital and operating expenses to 
determine the bottom line.  Once the feasibility study is complete, the search 
begins to gather partners, apply for grants, obtain private funds, and foster a 
support group to move the project to reality.  Often this process can take several 
years, depending on community support and study findings.   
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For Rice Township, a joint municipal venture with the other Mountaintop 
municipalities from the onset of the project would be most beneficial.  A ballot 
question posed to all Mountaintop taxpayers would be necessary to best illustrate 
the need and desire for a community-wide indoor recreation facility.  In addition, 
a multi-municipal project reduces the financial burden of any one community and 
spreads the benefits to many. 
 
In analyzing the surrounding community from Wilkes-Barre to Hazleton, the 
Mountaintop community is not served by indoor recreation opportunities.  The 
warm weather season is primarily from late May to late September, with 
swimming weather even shorter.  For most of the year, residents have limited 
recreation options.   
 
Suggested Location 
Based on existing zoning, roads, and development, it is suggested the facility be 
located at the intersection of Church Road and Interstate 81 Interchange.  The 
current industrial zoning will minimize any impact this use would have on 
adjacent residents.  The site can connect to public sewer.  The site is located 
conveniently off Interstate 81, a major commuting route for many residents. 
 
Swimming Pool 
Even though the Township population is less than one-quarter the National 
Standard recommendation for a single public pool, the recreation needs survey 
supported a strong community need.  The limited warm season would suggest an 
indoor facility would better serve the local Mountaintop community.  A joint 
venture with either neighboring Townships or a public/private partnership could 
develop an indoor recreation center to service Rice and surrounding Township 
residents.   
 
Quantity – One (NRPA std 1 per 20,000 residents) 
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Trails  
Rice Township Park does have a delineated compacted earth walking trail.  The 
trail accommodates able-bodied foot traffic only.  It is suggested, the eastern trail 
provide ADA accessible access to the Wapwallopen Creek shoreline.  The trail 
will need to be widened to minimally 5 feet wide, regraded to maintain a slope no 
greater than 5%, and surfaced to provide an all weather surface.  Continuing the 
trail from the woodland edge, through the picnic area, around the playground, 
and to the parking area is recommended.  A loop could be extended around the 
ball field to facilitate joggers, small children on bikes, and game spectators.   

 
Rice Township does not have any designated multi-use trails for its residents.  
Currently, residents share private, Township, and state roads with vehicular 
traffic for their active recreation needs.  Future trail locations were identified in 
the resident survey along Henry Drive and Heslop Road and as well as 
surrounding various water bodies (Ice Lakes, Laurel Lake, Blythburn Lake, and 
Boyle Pond).  Private property ownership abuts most of the lakes in the 
Township, restricting trail construction and prohibiting public access.  Any new 
developments in the Township should be required to set aside a 20-foot easement 
around bodies of water to foster a perimeter trail and public access.  If a trail is 
planned and built in conjunction with the development, new residents will respect 
the trail and public use.  

 
Henry Drive Trail 
Formerly an active rail line, Henry Drive follows portions of the rail bed in Rice 
Township.  Former rail platforms and the old electric building remain today as 
remnants of this past transportation route.  Just as the train connected the 
communities of Blytheburn, Pine View, and Nuangola Station, a trail could 
reconnect these communities as a safe pedestrian route.  The trail should start at 
the Wapwallopen Creek at the southern Township line.  From here, the trail can 
parallel Station Road and Henry Drive northward.  The trail will require 
pedestrian crossing improvements at Blytheburn Road, Church Road, and 
Nuangola Road.  Once the trail crosses Nuangola Road, the trail could proceed 
along the abandon rail line, adjacent to the Firehouse to the State Game Lands.   

 
Detailed trail planning requires coordination with adjacent residents, Rice 
Township Fire Company, and the State Game Commission.  The trail should be 
planned to connect to the future Wapwallopen Greenway and trail.  The trail 
should be minimally 5 feet wide, asphalt paved, and separated from the edge of 
road where possible.  When the trail crosses a road, the trail should be clearly 
marked and signed, informing trail users and drivers about the crossing.  Signage 
along the trail should include interpretive signs about the former rail line, ice 
lakes, local community, natural resources, and other information.  Trail markers 
help trail users and motorists identify the trail location.  Mileage markers along 
the trail are often helpful for walkers and joggers to gauge their trip. 

 
Connector Trails 
The Henry Drive trail becomes a north-south spine which other trails can 
connect.  A trail parallel to Church Road to the west could connect to the 
Township Building and Park.  Another trail parallel Nuangola Road could 
reconnect with the Wapwallopen Creek, creating a Rice Township loop trail.   
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Active Trails  
Fitness/Jogging/Walking Trail 

Township residents responded to the survey favorably for 
walking/fitness trails.  There are no NRPA standards for fitness 
trails; however, they are typically hard surfaced and provide a 
minimum ¼-mile loop. 

 
Bicycle Trail 

American Association of State Highway and Transportation 
Officials (AASHTO) defines two types of bikeways that are 
suited for Rice Township’s needs: 

1. Bicycle Path – 8-12 feet minimum, separate 
from right-of-way 

2. Bicycle Lane – 5-6 feet minimum, part of right-
of-way, separated by lines 

Selection and planning on the route of the bicycle trail should 
take into consideration the bicycle traffic volumes, crossing 
points of roadways, scenic qualities, access to recreational 
amenities, continuity of trail surface, and provision of adequate 
space. 

 
Township-wide Trail Plan 
Survey respondents did identify a need for walking and biking trails in the 
Township.  A trail plan will be involved and require resident participation as 
trails can be a sensitive issue.  Concerns for safety, liability, and maintenance 
will need to be reviewed and addressed on a general and individual basis.  A 
dialogue should be developed with residents to identify key issues and resolve 
foreseen conflicts.  

 
The existing road network along steep banks, stream embankments, and wetlands 
complicate road widening for sidewalks, trails, or shoulders in many places.  
Homes, barns, walls, and the like are occasionally built at the roads edge as well.  
This complexity of existing site conditions clearly indicates a need to develop a 
Township-wide trail plan to assist in future development and improvements.  A 
plan will identify sections of trail which may be completely off-road, 
circumventing difficult or impossible areas.  The trail plan must provide 
immediate, short, and long term trail options, so a network can be started and 
established immediately.  Once the trail plan is complete, new development, road 
projects, and funding can be used to complete trail sections overtime.  The plan, 
completed in GIS, can identify and designate the complexity of each section.  As 
trail sections are built, the connecting “difficult”  sections become more 
manageable.    
 
Regional Trail Connections 
Commission a Joint-Municipal Trail Master Plan with neighboring communities.  
Trail connections can become critical linkages in reducing traffic congestion on 
local and state roads as well as provide safe paths for residents to access 
community parks and open space both in and around the Township.  A number of 
trails currently exist or are planned in the immediate area.  Efforts should be 
made to provide linkages to these adjacent systems, providing a network of trails 
for resident use. 
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5.2  Open Space 
 
Natural Areas 
Rice Township needs to actively pursue preservation of interconnected, naturally 
sensitive lands within the Township.  Natural habitats, ground water, stream 
water quality, woodland habitats, rural character, scenic road corridors, and 
public view sheds are all susceptible to irrevocable damage if not identified and 
protected.  
 
Passive 

1. Natural Features Preservation – Township residents strongly value 
preservation of environmentally sensitive areas and open space from 
development.  

 
a. Ponds/Streams   

Residents identified Ice Lakes, Nuangola, Laurel, Blythburn, and 
Boyle as areas they would like to see preserved and surrounding 
development limited.  Areas surrounding these lakes are 
potential locations for future hiking and nature trails. 
 
Two major streams traverse the Township – Wapwallopen Creek 
and Little Wapwallopen Creek.  The planned Wapwallopen 
Creek Greenway will provide an opportunity to create a linear 
trail through and beyond the Township.  Stream corridors are 
natural trails for wildlife and should be maintained as such, at a 
minimum.  Human inhabitance in these areas should be limited 
to minimize damage to these sensitive areas. 

 
b. Nature/Hiking Trail 

Hiking experience should be planned to cover a diverse 
topographic area for people of various fitness levels and 
mobility.  Trail should include intervals of resting areas with 
furniture, such as benches.  Nature trails can be looped to 
connect with other trail systems. 

Recreation Access Advisory Committee defines three 
types of recreation trail widths suited for Rice Township’s 
mountain side terrain: 
 

1. Access Route (rural) - minimum 48”  clearance 
path width with a maximum 5% grade. 

2. Access Route (natural) – 36”  clearance path 
width with a  maximum 8% grade 

3. Access Route (back country) – minimum 28”  
clearance path width with a maximum 12% 
grade. 

 
2. Open Space – As homes continue to be built, the population of Rice 

Township will increase.  Ironically, the rural character of the Township 
will be compromised by those seeking to live in it.  The Township must 
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prepare for current and future open space needs before land becomes 
limited. 

 
Develop recreational areas along the Wapwallopen Creek Greenway.  
Explore development of inactive rail lines as recreation trails.  Use 
greenways as interior corridors between parks and sensitive natural areas. 
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Natural Area Preservation 
Primary Conservation Areas 
Several maps delineate areas of natural resources in the Township.  These areas 
support unique or sensitive habitats.  Wildlife uses linear habitats throughout the 
Township to move from one place to another.  Recognizing their significance is 
the first step in preservation.  Educating the community on best management 
practices to ensure their health is critical to fostering their sustainability.  
 
Sensitive areas were developed from the following criteria: 
 
 Existing Waterways 
 Riparian Buffer (stream banks) 
 State/Federal Wetlands 
 County Natural Areas Inventory 
 100-year Flood Plain 
 Hydric (wet) Soils 
 Steep Slopes 
 
Routine testing of the major streams in the Township should be conducted twice 
annually to monitor water quality and detect any significant changes.   
 
Secondary Conservation Areas 
The secondary conservation areas plan identifies primary conservation areas as 
well as the following: 
 Riparian Buffer 100’  
 Wetlands 
 Wetland Buffer 100’  
 Swamps 
 Proposed Greenways 
 Proposed Greenway Access Points 
 Proposed Greenway Picnic Areas 
 Historic Sites/Landmarks 
 
This plan identifies those elements or areas which should be protected from land 
development.  The Township may use this plan as a guide to make educated 
decisions regarding land development reviews and approval.  Conservation 
planning and design provide land owners development options for their land 
while preserving sensitive natural habitats. 
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Water Conservation Areas    
The Water Conservation Areas Plan identifies natural features which influence 
ground water quality.  Those include: 
 
 Public Sewer Service Areas 
 Public Water Service Areas 
 PAGWIS Wells 
 Riparian Buffers 
 Wetlands 
 Swamps 
 Lakes 
 Flood Plains 
 Hydric Soils 
 Shallow Soils 
 Cold Water Stream Watersheds 
 High Quality Stream Watersheds  
 
Since most residents draw water from private wells, ground water recharge is 
important in maintaining a good water supply.  The filtering of storm water, the 
discharge/handling of sewage, and the settling of sediment greatly impact the 
existing natural water filtering processes.  Buffers significantly improve ground 
water runoff water quality if it naturally filters before it enters a stream corridor 
or recharges back into the soil.  The riparian buffer filters surface runoff by 
removing sediment, debris, salts, and other toxins from the water.  Therefore, it is 
important these “natural filters”  be retained and managed. 
 
Ground water resources often go beyond the Township borders to the 
headwaters.  The Township should be proactive in gathering multi-municipal 
support to monitor those areas above Rive Township.  Participation in watershed-
wide studies fosters partnerships. 
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Land Acquisition 
Neighborhood Parks 
Five sites or areas have been identified in this plan as locations for neighborhood 
parks.  With the implementation of a Park and Recreation Land Development 
Fee, new land developments will provide needed funds to implement this plan.  
Those lands to be developed which may offer land in desired areas can be used to 
offset the recreation fee.  Developments not in designated areas shall pay the fee 
to be used by the Township for park acquisition and development. 
 
Community Park/Municipal Facility 
The Township should contact adjacent land owners to the park and establish a 
first-right of refusal agreement.  This will provide the Township first opportunity 
to purchase these important lands before they are sold to others and potentially 
developed for municipal use. 
 
Sensitive Areas 
The County designated natural areas are significant to the County and the 
Township.  The best way to preserve these areas is to own them directly. 
Township should work with current land owners on future preservation and 
ownership of these lands in order to protect them from undesired development.  
The County as well as the state and the State Game Commission can be partners 
in acquisition and long term management of these areas. 
 
Other Lands 
The Township should proactively establish a positive dialogue with the land 
owners and lands identified either in part or whole on the potential conservation 
land map.  Easements, land donations, and land acquisition options need to be 
presented as options land owners have in preserving sensitive sites.  An 
established Environmental Advisory Council (EAC), along with the Township 
Manager, Supervisors, County, and state agency assistance can coordinate these 
efforts and begin educating residents on the importance of their land to the 
Township’s long term sustainability. 
 
 
Funding 
Transportation Grants 
The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation offers Enhancement grants for 
projects pertaining to pedestrian and bicycle trails, archaeology, historic 
preservation, landscape beautification, and similar projects all relating to surface 
transportation.  These grants are offered bi-annually. 
 
State and Federal Grants  
A list of state and federal grants is summarized in the appendix of this report.  
The reader should understand that grant application processes, amounts, and 
deadlines change annually and the descriptions should be used as a guide to 
locate more up-to-date information from the grantor. 
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Education 
Expand current publicity efforts to make Township residents more aware of their 
community.  Information on the Township public and other recreation activities, 
as well as private, commercial, quasi-public, and neighboring municipality 
choices available to satisfy recreation needs. 
 
Township Facilities 
Gathering, organizing, and sending information about Rice Township Park and 
programmed recreation is an important task, necessary in encouraging support 
and participation.  A Township Park and Recreation Director would normally 
accomplish this task; however, Rice Township, at this time, does not staff this 
position.  The Park and Recreation Committee and Township Secretary should 
continue to solicit and direct volunteer efforts to supplement those tasks already 
being completed.  If community support and interest increase, the Township may 
consider retaining part-time staff such as a multi-municipal Park and Recreation 
Director shared with other townships to manage the park and recreation facilities, 
news, and activities.  
 

a. Township Website  
The Township’s website (www.twp.rice.pa.us) is the most economic and 
speedy way to provide residents information.  General park information, 
updates, events, and even reservation requests could be completed on-line. 

 
b. Email List/E-Newsletter 
As internet and email use increases, the affordability and reliability of 
providing information to targeted individuals is vastly emerging as the 
standard for communication and news.  A quarterly or even monthly group 
email or e-newsletter sent to interested residents is a fast, economical, and 
user-targeted method for disseminating information about Township park 
and recreation news.  A link on the Township’s website can allow residents 
to place their email address on the list.  Links in the newsletter can provide 
resources for additional information, contacts, and feedback - all within a few 
clicks and a few minutes.   

  
c. Newsletter 
The information in the Township Newsletter should be brief, providing 
pertinent facts.  Information should include an interesting fact or ‘breaking 
news,’  current activities/events, meeting dates and times, additional 
information source, and contact information.  A Special Edition section 
targeting park and recreation activities would be another option sent annually 
about upcoming yearly events.   

 
Significant Parcel Landowner  
A dialogue needs to be established with landowners immediately.  The Township 
needs to provide information, educating the land owner about the existing 
resource identified on their land.   

 
 

 


